
The Urgency for 

Accelerating 

Supply Chain 

Sustainability



Why is Supply Chain Sustainability Urgent
To Addressing the Impact and Inequities to Society, the 
Environment and Economic Resilience?

How Do Businesses Play a Pivotal 

Role in Reversing Impact
Through Innovation, Collaboration and Building the Future 
Workforce?
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Here’s the Bad News



Growing Pressures

1
Supply 

network is 

scattered, 

complex and 

disconnected

2
World’s 

natural and 

human 

resources are 

overused

3
Brands      

need full 

visibility / 

access into 

supply base 

4
Buyers     

want more 

insights into 

product 

origins 
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IT’S COMPLICATED….





Up to 90% of an 

organization’s 
environmental 

impact lies in the 
value chain.

80 to 90%
of greenhouse-gas emissions 

are “Scope 3”: indirect 
emissions that occur across 
the company’s value chain.



Supply chain interruptions due to 

climate change pose the greatest risk

Top 3 Global Risks Identified  





Some Good News





Accelerating

Supply Chain

Sustainability



Running Towards the Future We Imagine

Collective Action



Google:  “sole to toe” timberland arcgis





Running Towards the Future We Imagine

Collective Action

Businesses

• Reveal the supply 
network
• Map Suppliers

• Connect Dependencies

• Reduce Impact

• Mitigate and Regenerate 

• Build Workforce

Academia

• Partner with Industry

• Build Learning Paths

Policy Makers

• Establish Standards

• Foster Compliance

• Ensure Equity

Buyers – B2B and B2C

• Demand      
Transparency

• Insist on                   
Equity



SOCIETY / 

PEOPLE

ENVIRONMENT

ECONOMIC

STABILITY

SUSTAINABILITY

The S-E-E Model of 

Sustainability reflects the 

notion that the world is an 

interconnected system 

of social, economic and 

environmental needs 

that must succeed 

collectively over time.





https://resilience.climate.gov/


