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Dear Friends,

My first assignment with Bread for the 
World back in 1999 was to lead the orga-
nization’s effort to urge the U.S. Congress 

to provide deeper, broader and faster debt relief for 
the world’s poorest countries – Bread’s contribution 
to the Jubilee 2000 campaign. A small coalition of 
church groups — Church World Service, the Epis-
copal Church, the Methodists, the United Church of 
Christ, Presbyterians, the U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops and Catholic Relief Services — and Ox-
fam America came together and focused our efforts 
on introducing and passing bipartisan legislation that 
would break the cycle of debt and promote poverty 
reduction.

It was a tall order. No one thought we could do 
it, even we ourselves. Poor country debt was an eso-
teric topic, too hard for most people to understand. 
The problem seemed so big. The odds were stacked 
against us.

But there was something of God in this effort and 
the Holy Spirit was at work. Our efforts succeeded 
beyond our wildest dreams. We not only passed leg-
islation. We in fact changed U.S. policy, and the poli-
cies of other rich countries and international financial 
institutions. And poor people in some of the poor-
est countries in the world are reaping the benefits of 
those efforts, even today.

That assignment showed me the power of faith to 
change the course of history and improve the world. 
This is the same opportunity and challenge that San 
Francisco Theological Seminary has today.

We live in a polarized and partisan world, where 
differences seem to matter more than the things we 
hold in common. The church itself suffers from these 
same divisions, and has a difficult time connecting 
with people who are seeking deep expressions of faith 
and life. The church can do better, and seminaries 
have an opportunity to help the church meet the 
challenge.

The prophetic ministries of the 21st century are 
ministries that foster conversation, interaction, com-

mon action and uncommon community among peo-
ple and groups that do not know each other, do not 
understand each other, and do not agree with each 
other. We need church leaders who are capable of 
bringing people together across the political, ideolog-
ical and cultural divides, and of bridging those gaps.

We need to design seminary education in a way 
that provides the intellectual underpinnings for that 
kind of leadership — the Biblical understandings, the 
lessons from church history, and the theological and 
ethical basis for such ministries. We need graduates 
who have been challenged to develop the emotional 
intelligence, spiritual formation and practical skills 
that would enable them to be the kind of religious 
leaders our polarized, parochial and partisan world 
so desperately needs.

This fall SFTS is embarking on a season of change. 
We are beginning to consider how we can transform 
our educational model and the curriculum that sup-
ports it in order to connect with the sea of changes 
taking place in the world today. SFTS needs to be a 
place of hope and energy for a transformed church ca-
pable of healing a broken world. We should be a place 
that helps the world and the church move beyond the 
divisiveness and corrosiveness that are needlessly tear-
ing us apart. Graduates of SFTS should be equipped 
and empowered to be the kind of religious leaders 
who can bring people together and motivate them to 
participate in God’s mission as it is now unfolding.

I pray that we will be able to look back on this 
time of uncertainty and transition for the Church 
and recognize how God was working in and through 
SFTS to do a New Thing.

Grace and peace,

Rev. Dr. James L. McDonald
President and Professor of Faith and Public Life

FROM THE PRESIDENT
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Reflections...One Year Later

When I embarked upon my journey at 
SFTS one year ago, I knew without pause 
that I had been blessed with a great pro-

fessional opportunity.  And the chance to work in an 
environment where I could openly express my love 
for Jesus Christ was deeply profound.  It’s wonderful 
to speak the words, God, Christ, Jesus, Holy Spirit, 
Praise Him, Our Father and more without fear of 
being “written up” by a human resources staffer for 
expressing my religion and faith in the workplace.  
Hallelujah for SFTS, where God is my co-worker, and 
is loved and praised throughout our community!

As I have become deeply immersed in SFTS cul-
ture, knowledgeable of its history and an ardent sup-
porter of the exciting plans for the future, I marvel at 
the focused commitment of our leadership, faculty, 
staff and students.  And I have unearthed the best 
kept secret in town; that SFTS is a magical place, 
with stellar academics and a loving heart for social 
justice.  Now is the time to spread the word, far and 
wide, about all that SFTS has to offer!

In my role as vice president of communications, I 
have a job that is creative, meaningful and gives me 
great joy.  I lead a talented team of individuals who 
love to tell stories ... your stories!  Using various me-
diums including Chimes magazine, marketing and 

promotional collateral, website, video, photography, 
social media including Facebook and Twitter, adver-
tising and radio and television news, we are the folks 
who are working with passion to tell compelling, 
interesting and heartwarming stories that will bring 
heightened visibility to SFTS nationally and abroad.  

We are currently engaged in a branding initiative 
that will inform us if we’re on the right path with our 
messaging and outreach efforts, or if we need to make 
a course-correction.  As with all things, it is impor-
tant to re-examine our strategies and methodologies 
to insure that we’re not merely keeping pace, but ac-
tively leading the way.  We have cast a wide net, and 
we’re excited about what the future holds for SFTS.

It is my daily prayer that we hold true to the 
meaning of the Gospel, and that our hands and hearts 
continue to be guided by our blessed Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ.

Grace and peace,

Dr. Kay Carney
Vice President of Communications

FROM COMMUNICATIONS

2	 SFTS CHIMES  |  Fall 2012

Connect online with SFTS:  www.sfts.edu
9 Chimes online: SFTS is 

proud to announce that Chimes 
magazine is online. The online 
version allows you to also view 
Chimes magazine on your 
personal handheld device  
and smart phone.

9 Devotions: Join the SFTS 
community in reflection and 
prayer through Daily Devotions 
for Advent, written by the SFTS 
community. Sign up online for 
daily emails sent directly  
to your inbox.

9 Facebook & Twitter:  
Find out about special events, 
who’s preaching in chapel, 
where President Jim McDonald 
is speaking, and alumni and 
student ministries.
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Presa calls for  
“Unity with a Difference”

Rev. Neal D. Presa (M.Div. ’02) became the 16th 
member of the San Francisco Theological Semi-
nary community to be elected moderator of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) General Assembly in June 
in Pittsburgh, Pa.

Presa, a Filipino-American, was elected by majority vote 
over three other candidates, including fellow SFTS alum 
Rev. Randy Branson (M.Div. ’71). Among the other SFTS 
community members who have been elected moderator of 
the PC(USA) General Assembly is Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow 
(M.Div. ’95), whose two-year term ran from 2008-10.

Besides serving as pastor of Middlesex (N.J.) Pres-
byterian Church, Presa is affiliate assistant professor of 
preaching and worship at New Brunswick 
Theological Seminary. A noted ecumenist, 
Presa has provided leadership through the 
World Communion of Reformed Churches 
(WCRC) and its predecessor, the World Al-
liance of Reformed Churches (WARC). He 
has also chaired the PC(USA) General As-
sembly Special Committee on the Heidel-
berg Catechism, was vice chair of the Pres-
byterian Mission Agency Board (formerly 
the General Assembly Council), and held 
positions as vice moderator and moderator 
of the Presbytery of Elizabeth.

Here’s what he has to say about his expe-
riences at SFTS and how they have helped 
him negotiate the challenges facing the 
PC(USA) and church in the 21st century.

“A key characteristic of theological edu-
cation that I experienced at SFTS when I 
was an M.Div. student from 1999-2002 was 
the community life that welcomed freedom 
of thought while tethered to the Reformed 
tradition,” Presa said. “I look at my time at 
SFTS with great delight as it was a community that lived 
with the tension of the broadness of the theological spec-
trum — this is where the Church needs to be.”

Presa’s quest for unity and cooperation has become the 
polestar of his role as moderator. Leading up to the election, 

Presa was faced with conflict when it was re-
vealed his vice moderator running mate, Rev. 
Tara Spuhler McCabe of National Capital 
Presbytery, had signed a marriage certificate 
for a lesbian couple in Washington, D.C., 
where same-sex marriage is legal. 

Presa said that as a church officer, he 
holds to the PC(USA) Constitution, which 
recognizes marriage as between a man and a 
woman. “But I’ve known Tara for 10½ years 
and though we disagree, we live with this ten-
sion because of our relationship,” Presa said. 
Days after their election, McCabe resigned 
over this divisive issue.

“I think our focus now has to be on how 
to develop a community that allows dissent-
ing views but still allows that person or per-
sons to belong to the community,” Presa said.

Toward that goal, Presa plans to initiate a 
new conversation within his church.

“One of the first initiatives will be Unity 
with a Difference, a gathering of conservative 

and progressive leaders to catalyze a church-wide conversa-
tion on our common Christian faith while dignifying the 
differences we have,” Presa said.

The Binghamton Press and Sun-Bulletin contributed to 
this story.

“I think our focus 
now has to be on 
how to develop a 
community that 
allows dissent-
ing views but 

still allows that 
person or persons 
to belong to the 

community.”

SFTS NEWS
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very Thursday at noon at San Francisco Theological 

Seminary a new worship experience is explored. The 

SFTS community gathers for worship four times a 

week and Thursdays are reserved for what has emerged 

as weekly “Worship Lab.”

Started in January 2012 to add flexibility and in-

novation to weekly worship, the Thursday chapel services 

at SFTS implement experimentation to enrich and comple-

ment worship experiences, while honoring the living word 

of God and the Reformed tradition.

“As we talked about the best way to serve the community, 

and what the purposes of chapel and chaplain’s assistants 

were, we decided that in addition to providing a space for 

worship, the chaplaincy program was for learning,” explains 

Master of Divinity senior Charles Wei, who was a chaplain’s 

assistant last year. “This meant that we had to be able to 

experiment, to see what different kinds of things could work 

in a worship service, and what things might not. Worship 

Lab became a showcase of sorts, in which the people that 

attended chapel could see a variety of things that could be 

possible in a worship service.”

by HOLLY WO
OLARD 
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“Seminaries are laboratories for incubating  religious leaders who have been called  by God to encourage and challenge communities to live out the Good News of Jesus Christ.” President James McDonald

Over the past year, the Worship 

Lab services have included experi-

encing the Spirit through percus-

sion instruments and praying to God 

through motion. Other themes have 

been timed for days of remembrance 

such as Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month, reflecting on how Jesus stood 

with those who were victims and tar-

gets of violence, and National Coming 

Out Day. During Welcome Week, the 

Worship Lab service explored a theme 

of Eat, Pray, Love: As community 

members prayerfully walked the Ge-

neva Terrace labyrinth, they would eat 

grapes, pray with someone, and experi-

ence God’s love by receiving a blessing. 

Min-Hee Kim is a second-year 

Master of Divinity student from South 

Korea who serves as a chaplain’s assis-

tant. She says that differences among 

this year’s four chaplain’s assistants — 

just like differences within churches 

— open doors to think beyond one’s 

own realities and gifts.

“When I understand something, 

I tend to visualize that concept with 

images from my context,” Kim said. 

“For example, the percussion Worship 

Lab was designed with the purpose of 

relieving stress of the seminary com-

munity since I’ve felt that all members 

of SFTS were feeling some stress from 

their work, including me. What sur-

prises me is that I can concentrate on 

SEE WORSHIP
 LAB 

on PAGE 29
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By Holly Woolard

A s a pastor nearing the 
10th anniversary with his 
first congregation after 
seminary, Rev. Virstan 

Choy needed more. His ministry had 
reached a point where he needed a 
fresh dash of theological stimulation 
and colleague feedback. He found 
what he was looking for through the 
San Francisco Theological Seminary 
Doctor of Ministry program.

It’s been more than 20 years since 
Choy first began his studies at SFTS 
and he returns as director of Advanced 
Pastoral Studies, which includes over-
sight of the seminary’s D.Min. pro-
gram. For those who find themselves 
in situations similar to that which 
Choy encountered while serving as 
pastor of the Chinese Community 
Church in Sacramento, Calif., from 
1975-86, and then as associate execu-
tive presbyter for the Presbytery of San 
Jose from 1986-91, he is sensitive to 
your needs for renewal and retooling.  

“It came to the point where my 
approach to ministry skills develop-
ment just didn’t do it anymore,” said 
Choy, who had sought help through 
journals and books, lectures and work-
shops. “What I was looking for was 
something more dis-
ciplined. I needed new 
wisdom and advanced 
skills in leading and 
cultivating leadership 
in the congregation, 
not just some new pro-
gram ideas.”  

In his new posi-
tion at SFTS, Choy’s 
primary roles are 
twofold: Continue to 
develop the renowned D.Min. pro-
gram that for more than 50 years has 
helped church leaders refresh their 
calls, update professional skills and 
stir the wellspring of creative minis-
try; and provide innovative ways to 
nurture pastors and others engaged in 

the practice of ministry who are hun-
gry for a ministry boost, but may not 
qualify for admission to the D.Min. 
degree program or have the interest or 
time to write a dissertation.

Being an SFTS grad, Choy is espe-
cially appreciative of the legacy left by 
predecessors Henry Adams (1961-69), 
John Hadsell (1970-81), Walt Davis 
(1981-2000), Warren Lee (2000-08), 
Lewis Rambo (2009-10) and Scott 
Sullender (2010-12). “I want to be a 
faithful steward of what has been en-
trusted to me — not just the program, 
but the people and the partnerships as 

well,” he said.
From 1992-2000, 

Choy served as direc-
tor of field education 
and integrative stud-
ies at SFTS, which 
allowed him to work 
closely with Master 
of Divinity students. 
He’s still involved in 
supporting the minis-
tries of several of those 

former students, including parish as-
sociate work for Rev. Veronica Goines 
(M.Div. ’95 ) at St. Andrew Presby-
terian Church in Marin City, Calif., 
and co-teaching in the McCormick 
Theological Seminary Executive Lead-
ership Program with Sarah Moore-

New SFTS director of
Advanced Pastoral Studies
committed to nurturing
“communities of practice”

“I want to be  
a faithful steward  
of what has been 
entrusted to me.”

— Rev. Dr. Virstan Choy 
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Nokes (M.Div.  ’03). He’s excited 
about building similar ministry-long 
relationships with APS students. Choy 
is “committed to looking for ways to 
innovate and enhance the D.Min. pro-
gram.” He is equally cognizant that his 
duties as director of APS must involve 
expanding certificate and other non-
degree education, especially for those 
who do not meet current accreditation 
standards for entry into the D.Min. 
program. This leads him to approach 
his new job with “bifocal strategic vi-
sion.”

During his studies at SFTS, Choy 
benefited from the stimulation and 
support from his colleagues in minis-
try. The “community of practice” he 
experienced at seminary, being a part 
of a collegium group, became an on-
going source of discipline, encourage-
ment and accountability. The inten-
tional way the SFTS D.Min. program 
has been structured, with various em-
phases and tracks, makes it attentive 
to diverse “communities of practice” 
in ministry.

One local “community of practice” 
is the Racial Ethnic Advanced Pastoral 
Skills (REAPS) group, a fellowship of 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) ministers 

Tradition of commitment to advanced studies programs
San Francisco Theological 

Seminary has been commit-
ted to post-graduate education 
since 1928, when 16 active 
pastors, mostly SFTS alumni, 
gathered weekly for graduate 
studies. The seminary’s Ad-
vanced Pastoral Studies pro-
gram, designed for working 
pastors, was launched in 1961 
and SFTS began offering the 

Doctor of Ministry degree in 
1970.

Throughout history, the 
seminary’s advanced studies 
programs have been marked 
by the ecumenical and inter-
national character of the stu-
dent body and faculty. The 
Doctor of Ministry program 
combines academic excellence 
and a pragmatic focus in order 
to develop scholar pastors who 

are creative in their ministry 
contexts.

As a world leader in Chris-
tian graduate-level education, 
SFTS is proud to offer several 
concentrations in its Doctor 
of Ministry program. The ma-
jority of students enroll in the 
Multidisciplinary emphasis. 
Other areas of emphases in-
clude Pastoral Care and Coun-

seling and Pastor as a Spiritual 
Leader. 

The SFTS faculty is also 
deeply committed to Inter-
national Feminist, African 
American Theology and Ur-
ban Ministry emphases. SFTS 
plans to offer courses in these 
areas, although the programs 
are under review with the hope 
of continuing these emphases 
in the next few years.

Rev. Dr. Virstan Choy 
preaches at St. Andrew  

Presbyterin Church  
in Marin City, Calif.

See Advanced Pastoral Studies 
on page 28
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Cultural Crossings: 
A Tour of Korea

By Kay Carney 

It was the trip of a lifetime. For SFTS 
president, Rev. Dr. James McDonald 
and his wife, Rev. Dr. Dean McDon-
ald, the invitation to travel to Korea 

offered a welcomed opportunity to go where 
no “McDonald” had ever gone before! 

This is not the first time SFTS lead-
ership have traveled to Korea to participate in the an-
nual Hanshin conference, a symposium established 
for Korean Christian pastors. For four decades, SFTS  
administrators and faculty have made the trip. But for the 
McDonalds, this was their maiden voyage.  

After a 10-hour plane ride and 16-hour time differ-
ence, the McDonalds hit the ground running.  Travel-
ing by KTX high-speed rail from YoungSan Station to 
Hanil University & Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
in the city of Jeonju, President McDonald preached at the 
university’s morning workshop service — “The Mighty 
Mustard Seed” based on Luke 17:1-6.  That same evening, 
the McDonalds boarded the train for Seoul.

Fast forward. Their weeklong visit was enriched with 
a visit to Hanshin Presbyterian Church and a meeting 
with Rev. Dr. Yong Kyu Kang (D.Min. ’96). President 
McDonald spent quality time at the church and preached 

An-nyung-ha-se-yo?  
( “How are you?”)
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The McDonalds with Rev. Dr. Yong Kyu Kang.
The ceremonial changing of the guard.One of many cultural events enjoyed by the McDonalds.

The McDonalds with Rev. Dr. ChangBok Chung.

The McDonalds in front of a historic Korean temple.



at the 7 a.m., 9:40 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 
services. Hanshin is a large church 
with 4,000 members.  McDonald was 
also a featured lecturer at the annual 
Hanshin-San Francisco Theological 
Seminary Symposium, where most of 
the lectures were conducted in Kore-
an. McDonald’s sermons and lecture, 
however, were given in English and 
translated into Korean.

McDonald’s presence and partici-
pation in the conference was highly 
anticipated.  His image appeared on 
banners, posters and other materials. 
It was a heartfelt welcome.  “The graciousness of the 
Korean people and their hospitality was unparalleled. 
Dean and I have never experienced anything like it!  It’s 
like we were royalty. They couldn’t do enough for us.  
We were very humbled by the warmth and generosity 
of the Korean people,” said McDonald.

McDonald presented a lecture on Faith and Public 
Life before a capacity crowd of more than 500 confer-
ence attendees. He was asked by Rev. Dr. ChangBok 
Chung, president of Hanil University in Jeonju, to 
preach the closing worship service before a crowd of 
nearly 1,000. Chung earned his Doctor of the Science 
of Theology degree from SFTS in 1978 and was named 
2012 Distinguished Alumni.

There were grand musical and theatri-
cal performances held at the conference 
center that would rival Broadway. From 
musicals to classical string quartets, from 
a commissioned chamber orchestra choir 
to Korea’s version of Elvis, the entertain-
ment was extraordinary. “The talent was 
unsurpassed and the quality of the per-
formers was equal to what you would see 
at the Met or on Broadway,” McDonald 
said. “I especially enjoyed hearing the 
men’s quartet sing, ‘There is Nothing Like 
a Dame’ in Korean.”  

Traveling to see the historic sites of 
Korea with several of the country’s religious leaders and 
dignitaries was deeply inspiring, as they bore witness 
to elements of the nation’s war-torn past and the amaz-
ing progress the country has made, both economically 
and socially.  “The Korean War was devastating, and 
the country has been rebuilding over the past 60 years. 
Theirs is a remarkable story, with a remarkable testa-
ment to the Korean people,” McDonald said.

Among the other sites visited was the Confu-
cian Academy at the UNESCO World Heritage Site; 
Gyeongbokgung Palace where they viewed the cer-
emony of the changing of the guard, established in the 
early 15th century; a visit to the “Tin Can” church, 
constructed of tin and turned on its side—a large mega 

See Korea on page 29

“The graciousness  
of the Korean  

people and their 
hospitality was 
unparalleled.”  

— Rev. Dr. James  
McDonald 
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She’s Got The Whole World in Her Hands

By Kay Carney

R ochelle Rawls-Shaw is tak-
ing on the world!  The SFTS 
Master of Divinity student is 

interning at the United Nations in New 
York, a position she hoped for but was 
not sure was going to materialize. Her 
prayers were answered and the obstacles 
that appeared in her path that would 
have thwarted the internship opportu-
nity were overcome.  

Rawls-Shaw is interning with the 
Presbyterian Ministry at the United 
Nations, whose mission is to share in-
formation about how the United Na-
tions addresses humanitarian issues 
and concerns that affect all of human-
ity. “This internship is exposing me 
to a world much larger than the one I 
read about in the classroom.  It is en-
abling me to see the value of what I have 
learned about ministry from professors 
and theologians, and it has taught me 
the value of theological reflection as 
well as the value of education,” stated 
Rawls-Shaw.

When Rawls-Shaw arrived in New 
York, the wonders of the world literally 
opened up before her. She has been in 
the same room with national and world 
leaders and attended conferences where 
heads of state have spoken. While at-
tending the UN General Assembly, 
Rawls-Shaw listened to an address 
by Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, 
president of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran, as well as leaders from 

Egypt, United Kingdom, Japan, Libya, 
China and Germany.

Rawls-Shaw also heard speeches 
by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanayahu, and Mahmoud Abbas, 
Chairman of the Palestinian Libera-
tion Organization and President of the 
Palestinian Authority regarding mem-
bership at the United Nations. “I have 
come to realize how much all human 
beings are connected, and I have met 
people and established relationships 
with people from all over the world,” 
said Rawls-Shaw.

Rawls-Shaw’s most memo-
rable experience so far was 
a front-row seat at a high-
level discussion on end-
ing child marriage, fea-
turing Archbishop  
Desmond 
Tutu.  

The opening statement was given by 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
and the moderator was Ann Curry of 
NBC News. She was especially moved 
by a young woman who spoke of how 
her life was changed when her father 
supported her getting an education and 
not forcing her to marry at 9 years of age.  

“I felt so very different at this event, 
like I belonged there.  I felt like this was 
a gift from God, that He had chosen 
me so I could be the hands He’s using 
to help with this issue,” she said.  “I 

talked with the moderator, Ann Curry, 
and thanked her for her compassionate 
questions, and before we parted, we 
embraced.  God is awesome...and so is 
my internship!”

Rawls-Shaw’s internship has vali-
dated her perspective that ministry 
exists beyond the walls of the church. 
“God the Creator is the God of all hu-
man beings, including those who gath-
er together inside a church to worship, 
as well as those who worship through 
other means, outside of the church. 
God has revealed himself to me once 
again, through my internship; for 
which I am humbled and deeply 
grateful.”

Kay Carney is vice president  
of communications.

Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations director Rev. W. Mark Koenig and Rochelle Rawls-Shaw.
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Ministry at the United Nations
Give online at  
www.presbyterianmission.org  
or Text “UN” to 20222  
to donate $10 



“Unconference” allows the Spirit to set theme
and invites everyone into the conversation
By Tad Hopp

San Francisco Theological Semi-
nary was blessed to serve as the 
host site for the third annual 

“Unconference” (UNCO). More than 
30 people traveled from near and far to 
attend the three-day conference held 
July 30-August 1 on the SFTS cam-
pus. Many of the participants were 
SFTS alums who were excited to make 
their way back to campus to partici-
pate in the conference. Seminary staff 
and students also participated.

UNCO is unique because unlike 
other conferences, it has no set theme. 
The conference participants decide 
what they would like to discuss and 
then break out into small groups to 
delve into topics they feel are most 
important to them. Everyone at the 
conference assumes a leadership role 
either through suggesting a topic or 
moderating a discussion. This also in-
sures that everyone is invited into the 
conversation.

“The conversation at UNCO cre-
ated space for the Spirit to nudge us 
in the direction of the church that is 
yearning to be born,” said Rev. Jim 
Kitchens, interim pastor at nearby 
Calvary Presbyterian Church in San 
Francisco. “As one of the older partici-
pants in the conversation, I was struck 
by the deep faithfulness of the Mil-
lennials who were at the heart of the 
gathering. If we can create worship-
ing communities and ministries that 
embody some of the ideas we talked 
about at UNCO, then I'm very hope-
ful about the future of the church in 
general, and the PC(USA) in particu-
lar.”

UNCO started on Monday af-
ternoon with a brainstorming session 
where participants were asked to write 
down the topics they wanted to elevate 
for further discussion. That was fol-
lowed by dinner and an opening wor-
ship service where participants shared 
stories of the journey that led them to 

the conference and why they were ex-
cited to be here.

Participants spoke about needing a 
break from traditional church and that 
UNCO represents a different, much-
needed conference model. Some ex-
pressed the feeling that UNCO feeds 
something inside them that they aren’t 
able to get anywhere else. All the par-
ticipants were thankful that UNCO 
exists. At the close of the opening wor-
ship, participants were encouraged to 
write down the “yes” and the “no” 
that they were struggling with in their 
lives. They were then invited to share 
their responses with a prayer partner. 

The next day, participants were 
divided into different breakout groups 
for engaging and stimulating conver-
sations about the topics that seemed to 
have the most appeal. For this year’s 
conference, those topics were: 

9 Bivocational Ministry
9 How to Do Membership/ 

Church Differently
9 Minister and Artist: Outside Walls
9 Church as Incubator
9 Cooperation Among Churches
9 Progressive Theology  

and the Church
9 Alternative Christianity  

& Interfaith Dialogue 

These topics were discussed at 
length in lively sessions all day Tues-
day, and were revisited on Wednesday 

to discuss what to do with the ideas 
that were developed around these top-
ics. At the closing worship service on 
Wednesday, participants were com-
missioned with pieces of rope to be 
reminded of the work ahead and how 
it will be challenging, but necessary. 

Sarah Chancellor, an incoming ju-
nior at Austin Presbyterian Theologi-
cal Seminary, said that she left UNCO 
“with a stronger sense of my own call 
and a wider view of the church. I know 
that the church must change and grow 
but I’ve had a hard time visioning that 
change. UNCO helped bring some of 
that into a little bit more focus for me.” 

For more information about 
UNCO, including detailed notes from 
each of the breakout sessions, visit the 
UNCO website at www.unco.us.

Tad Hopp is a second-year Master of Divinity student 
who participated in UNCO.
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The Laramie Project
The student group SFTS Welcome 

presented a staged reading of The 
Laramie Project in October. One of 
the most performed plays in America 
today, The Laramie Project serves as a 
memorial for Matthew Shepard, who 
was murdered in Laramie, Wyo., 14 
years ago. In October 1998, Shepard 
was kidnapped, severely beaten and 
left to die, tied to a fence on the out-
skirts of Laramie. His murder, caused 
by actions arising from homopho-
bia, was later painted as a “drug deal 
gone bad.” Five weeks later, Moisés 
Kaufman and fellow members of the 
Tectonic Theater Project went to Lara-
mie, and over the course of the next 
year, conducted more than 200 inter-
views with people of the town. From 
these interviews 
they wrote the play 
The Laramie Proj-
ect, a chronicle of 
the life of the town 
of Laramie in the 
year after the murder. 

SFTS students who participated in the 
local production included Laura Nel-
son, Susan Pierson, Bentley Stewart, 
Stephanie Ryder, Denia Segrest, Dori 
Kay Hjalmarson, Tad Hopp, Min-
Hee Kim, Terra Pennington, Chris 
Schilling and Barbara West. Among 
the guests in attendance was Rev. Dr. 
Janie Spahr (M.Div. ’70, D.Min. ’87), 
a proponent for same-gender mar-
riage and the ordination of lesbians, 
gays, bisexual and transgender people. 
SFTS Welcome is a community group 
at the seminary that supports the in-
clusion of LGBT in the church. Other 
activities of SFTS Welcome have in-
cluded drafting and proposing a cam-
pus inclusivity policy that went into 
effect in 2011. 

PC(USA)  
General Assembly

Several SFTS students got their 
first taste of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) General Assembly last sum-
mer in Pittsburgh, where the seminary 
was well represented with alumni, ad-
ministrators and President Jim Mc-
Donald.

Among the students who attended 
were Jeff Ferguson, Cameron High-
smith, Tad Hopp and Jamieson Pre-
voznak. Highsmith, who was a Theo-
logical Student Advisory Delegate, 
wrote about his GA experiences in a 
blog.  

Highsmith, who is “Presbyterian 
through and through,” was perplexed 
that Southern California presbyter-
ies offered an overture about leaving 
the denomination and taking church 

Master of Divinity student Dori Kay Hjalmarson participates in a staged reading  
of The Laramie Project at SFTS.

Jeff Ferguson and Cameron Highsmith 
were Theological Student Advisory 
Delegates at GA.

Campus Life & Beyond
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property with them. Highsmith wrote 
“Our main concern ended up being, 
‘Well, what about the people that don’t 
want to leave? What will they do for 
their congregation? Should they just 
be left out in the cold?’” Highsmith 
used his blog to praise his classmate: 
“I was really proud of my fellow TSAD 
from SFTS, Jeff Ferguson, who stood 
up and gave an impassioned statement 
for the redefinition of marriage be-
cause he’s an evangelical conservative 
that believes in equality.” Highsmith’s 
blog posts included several mentions of 
generational gaps. “It was obvious that 
we are somewhat of a divided church 
on these big issues,” he wrote. To read 
more, go to http://arkmuse.wordpress.
com/

Kickball
Picturesque Bouick Field, encircled 

by towering redwoods on the SFTS 

campus, has become a popular place 
for students and their fellow theolo-
gians from the Graduate Theological 
Union to play kickball. For the second 
time in six months, SFTS students in-

vited their colleagues from the GTU 
to cross the bay for a game of kickball 
earlier this fall. Even SFTS President 
Jim McDonald has joined in the fun.

SFTS community members have 
always found ways to stay active. 
There’s the annual Seminary to the 
Sea hike from San Anselmo to Stin-
son Beach at the beginning of the aca-
demic year, club soccer teams, casual 
Frisbee and football, and there’s even 
a gym on campus.

History shows that SFTS moved 
from San Francisco to San Anselmo 
in 1892 in part because of Marin’s 
healthy environment needed to pro-
mote the development of mind and 
body. The SFTS Bulletin magazine re-
ported in 1922: “Physical development 
is not neglected. Athletics are encour-
aged. Gymnasium is required. The 
Seminary believes that to reach (ones) 
efficiency as a minister one must be a 
virile (person).”

SFTS President Jim McDonald joins  
SFTS and GTU students in a game  
of kickball on Bouick Field.
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Graduate Theological Union honors  
Noel as Distinguished Faculty Lecturer

Rev. Dr. James Noel of San 
Francisco Theological Semi-
nary was honored as the Grad-

uate Theological Union Distinguished 
Faculty Lecturer in November in 
Berkeley, Calif.

The GTU, one of the largest part-
nerships of seminaries and graduate 
schools in the United States, celebrates 
its 50th anniversary in 2012. Each 
November, the GTU faculty honors a 
distinguished professor who embodies 
the scholarly standards, teaching excel-
lence and commitment to ecumenism 
that define the GTU. Nominations are 
considered by the Council of Deans, 
which selects the Distinguished Fac-
ulty Lecturer.

Noel is the H. Eugene Farlough, 
Jr. Chair of African American Christi-
anity and Professor of American Reli-
gion at SFTS. His lecture was entitled 
“Black Religion in the Atlantic World 
during the Age of Revolution: Exca-
vating the ‘Sublime.’”

“I am very surprised, humbled and 
excited about receiving this honor,” 
Noel said. His lecture related several 
things that are never brought together 
in most discourses about modernity: 
revolution, the aesthetic category of 
‘the sublime’ and black religion. Noel 
used the paintings of William Turner’s 
with Edmund Burke’s A Philosophical 
Enquiry into the Sublime and Beautiful 
to support his research.

The lecture was held at the Pacific 
School of Religion chapel. Dr. Naomi 
Seidman, Koret Professor of Jewish 
Culture and Director of the Richard 
S. Dinner Center for Jewish Studies 
(GTU), was the respondent. A recep-
tion was held at the Badé Museum 
afterward.

Noel is a widely popular professor 
at SFTS and the GTU and also gradu-
ated from both institutions. He earned 
his Master of Divinity from SFTS in 
1975 and completed his Doctor of 
Philosophy from the GTU in 2000.

In addition to his responsibilities 
as a professor at SFTS and the GTU, 
Noel is director of the GTU’s Black 
Church/Africana Religious Studies 
Program. He also serves as interim 
pastor at New Liberation Presbyterian 
Church in San Francisco, is an accom-
plished painter and 7th dan Tae Kwon 
Do Master.

His published works include Black 
Religion & the Imagination of Matter 
in the Atlantic World (Palgrave 2009) 
and The Passion of the Lord: African 
American Reflections. Noel’s play, The 
Black Experience in Poetry and Song, 

has been performed nationally and in-
ternationally.

“What I notice is that black peo-
ple and their religions rarely consti-
tute items of theoretical reflection in 
academic discourses on modernity and 
post-modernity,” Noel explained. “The 
nature of the West is never illuminated 
by what blacks undergo by the West 
— its cultural identity is self-generat-
ed. Blackness remains marginal even 
when such categories as alterity, hy-
bridity and otherness are invoked. This 
lecture will offer me the opportunity 
to extend what I began reflection on 
in Black Religion & the Imagination 
of Matter in the Atlantic World and 
clarify the research I will be doing on 
my sabbatical this Fall semester by 
sharing my thinking with my distin-
guished GTU colleagues.”

Noel challenges boundaries when-
ever they threaten to obscure or resist 
truth, and students experience this in 
the classroom. His interdisciplinary 
method of scholarship aids students 
in investigating the ways in which cul-
ture creates and transforms individual 
experiences, everyday life, social rela-
tions and power.

Among the other SFTS professors 
who have been named Distinguished 
Faculty Lecturer are Rev. Dr. Philip 
Wickeri in 2009 and Rev. Dr. Lewis 
Mudge in 2003. 

To learn more about past Distin-
guished Lecturers or listen to previous 
lectures, go to: 

http://www.gtu.edu/news-events/
events/lecture-address/dfl
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McDonald, Noel contribute to lectionary  
commentary that reflects on social justice issues

Rev. Dr. Jim McDonald and 
Rev. Dr. James Noel have 
contributed to a 

unique commentary that 
helps preachers identify and 
reflect on the social implica-
tions of the biblical readings 
in the Revised Common Lec-
tionary.

Preaching God’s Trans-
forming Justice is the second of 
three volumes of a collection of 
essays that concentrates on the 
themes of social justice in the 
weekly texts. It also highlights 
how those themes can become 
teachable moments for preach-
ing social justice in the church.

McDonald is president and 
professor of faith and public life 
at San Francisco Theological 
Seminary. Noel is the H. Eugene 
Farlough, Jr. Professor of African 
American Christianity at SFTS. 
McDonald and Noel also contrib-
uted to the first volume of Preach-
ing God’s Transforming Justice last 
year.

They are among 90 authors who 
have provided commentary on biblical 
texts. Their essays are designed to help 
preachers and congregations develop a 
deep and broad theological vision out 
of which to interpret the social world.

In addition to providing com-
mentary for each day in the lection-
ary calendar, the series features 22 
Holy Days for Justice. These days 
are intended to enlarge the church’s 
awareness of God’s call for justice and 
of the many ways that call comes to 
the church and world today. The days 
include Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
Earth Day, World AIDS Day, Inter-

national Women’s Day, Cesar Chavez 
Day, Yom HaShoah and Juneteenth. 

McDonald, who came to SFTS in 
2011 after 13 years with Bread for the 
World, has written on World Food 
Day, one of the Holy Days for Justice. 
McDonald suggests that preachers 

can encourage their congregations 
to engage in comprehensive efforts 
to end hunger by directly providing 
food for hungry people, pressing 
for patterns of growing and using 
food that benefit local communi-
ties, taking action designed to 
change systems of food produc-
tion and distribution, and advo-
cating healthy and responsible 
eating.  

“God’s presence is assured 
when we do justice, not be-
cause our actions make us bet-
ter people, but because doing 
justice changes our relationship 
with others and transforms the 
world in accord with God’s 
purposes,” McDonald said. 
“This is why ending hunger is 
sacred work.”

Noel begins his essay by 
discussing judgment, justice 
and righteousness. “Justice 
occurs when God delivers 
the poor and oppressed from 
their plight and in so do-
ing renders them justified 

or righteous,” Noel writes. Noel also 
points to prominent metaphors of 
slavery and freedom in Paul’s letters, 
cautioning against downplaying their 
eschatology in favor of individualistic 
interpretations and applications.

Noel preaches at New Liberation 
Presbyterian Church in San Francisco 
and regularly includes social justice 
issues in his sermons. To hear Noel 
preach, go to: http://www.sfts.edu/
faculty/noel/sermons/index.asp

McDonald regularly preaches 
throughout the West. To see where he 
is preaching, go to: http://www.sfts.
edu/news/view_event.asp?ID=260

Preaching God’s Transforming  

Justice is 544 pages and retails  

for $50. It was published by  

Westminster John Knox Press.
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Pastoral care and counseling workshop 
explores applications of spirituality

San Francisco Theological Semi-
nary hosted a workshop entitled 
“Meeting at the Borders of Spiri-

tuality” in October, exploring the role 
of spirituality in pastoral care and 
counseling. Attended by 50 people, the 
workshop was sponsored by the Pacific 
Region of the American Association of 
Pastoral Counselors.

Three SFTS faculty members were 
featured in the workshop: Dr. Scott 
Sullender, associate professor of pastoral counseling, Rev. 
Laurie Garrett-Cobbina, Shaw Family Chair of Clinical 
Pastoral Education, and Rev. Dr. Sam Hamilton-Poore, 
director of the Program in Christian Spirituality and as-
sistant professor of Christian spirituality.  

Hamilton-Poore noted that while spiritual direction has 
a long history in the Christian West, it has experienced a 
resurgence of interest in the last 40 years in the United 
States.  Hamilton-Poore oversees the seminary’s renowned 
Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction program.

Garrett-Cobbina traced the history of CPE, including 
the amazing life of Anton Boisen. She noted that spiritual-
ity in the CPE world is always “tethered to the other, to the 
one who is suffering.”  

Sullender pointed out that the emergence of certified 
pastoral counseling, pastoral counseling as a specialized 
ministry, is a product of the 20th century in the United 
States, and parallels the rise of psychology as a behavioral 
science and counseling as a new professional discipline. He 
said that in the world of pastoral counseling, spirituality 

often takes the form of theological re-
flection, particularly sensitivity to the 
client’s operational theology, those as-
sumptions and “beliefs” that clients ac-
tually live by, rather than those beliefs 
that they affirm on Sunday mornings. 
As the audience discussion turned to 
the subject of theodicy, Sullender said, 
“People come to pastoral counseling be-
cause their theodicy is broken.”

Dr. David Augsburger, retiring se-
nior professor of pastoral counseling 

at Fuller Theological Seminary, spoke on “Reflections on 
Spirituality.” He stressed that there are three types of spiri-
tuality: unipolar spirituality, bipolar spirituality and tripo-
lar spirituality. 

He defined unipolar spirituality as “spirituality from 
within,” a spirituality that finds its roots in the awakening 
of the self. Bipolar spirituality is “spirituality from above,” 
a spirituality that is rooted in the Divine-human encounter. 
Tripolar spirituality is “spirituality from below,” a spiritual-
ity that is experienced among people. Further, he argued 
that the best or most mature kind of spirituality was the 
tripolar spirituality because it involved all three dimensions: 
self, God and other. 

“I think the day was helpful, a helpful beginning, to 
exploring the various expressions or models of spirituality,” 
Sullender said. “It also highlighted what we, all of us in the 
caring ministries, have in common, which is a sensitivity to 
the spiritual needs of persons, and a recognition that spiri-
tuality is often not at the edges of the individual’s struggle 
for wholeness, but at the center of that process.”

SFTS faculty members participate in a workshop sponsored by  
the Pacific Region of the American Association of Pastoral Counselors.



Rev. Dr. Jana 	
Childers, professor 
of homiletics and 
speech communi-
cations, is the im-
mediate past presi-
dent of her profess- 

ional association, the Academy of 
Homiletics, and continues to serve 
its executive committee. At the 
group’s annual meeting in Chicago, 
Ill., in November, she chaired the 
Nominating Committee and coor-
dinated a Saturday morning semi-
nar on “Embodiment and Creativ-
ity in Preaching.” Her seminar 
presentation was entitled “Body: 
The Spirit’s Message Board.” 
Childers is also committed to the 
Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges. This year she is enrolled in 
an advanced training course as she 
prepares to serve on a visitation 
team next spring. This will mark 
her eighth visit to a sister school as 
an evaluator. For two of those visits 
she served as chair of the visitation 
team. In addition to preaching lo-
cally, Childers is working on a book 
project with Richard Ward of Phil-
lips Theological Seminary. She was 
honored during the Associate 
Church Press annual awards ban-
quet, receiving an honorable men-
tion along with Michael Linvale 
and Ted V. Foote, Jr. for their 
“Benedictory” column in The Pres-
byterian Outlook. The ACP is the 
oldest and largest Christian press 
association and stages yearly judg-
ing for its “Best of the Christian 
Press Awards”. 

Rev. Dr. Virstan	
Choy, director of 
Advanced Pastoral 
Studies and associ-
ate professor of 
ministry, preached 
at First Presbyteri-

an Church, San Anselmo, as part of 

that congregation’s observance of 
Theological Education Sunday in 
September. He offered workshops 
on “Leadership in Times of Transi-
tion and Transformation” at the 
Western National Leadership 
Training Event in Jackson Hole, 
Wyo., in October, and enjoyed re-
union time with alums, Doug Me-
lius and Tim Mooney.  In Novem-
ber, he joined colleagues from other 
PC(USA) seminaries in a consulta-
tion of Doctor of Ministry program 
directors hosted by McCormick 
Theological Seminary.  He will 
meet with Asian American Presby-
terian Pastors at their annual retreat 
in Watsonville, Calif., in Decem-
ber. Also participating will be alum, 
Joseph Lee, executive presbyter for 
San Jose Presbytery.

Rev. Dr. Sam 	  
Hamilton-Poore, 
director of the Pro-
gram in Christian 
Spirituality and as-
sociate professor of 
Christian Spiritual-

ity, has traveled to South Sudan the 
past two summers as part of an ecu-
menical teaching team that reached 
out to church leaders from the Pres-
byterian Church of Sudan (PCOS) 
and Episcopal Church of Sudan 
(ECS). When he returned, he 
preached at First Presbyterian 
Church, San Anselmo, in July. He 
co-led the 2012 Preachers Retreat 
with Dr. Anne Wire “Studying and 
Praying the Gospel of Luke” at 
SFTS July 23-26. In September, 
Hamilton-Poore began service on 
the Committee on Ministry of 
Redwoods Presbytery and per-
formed musically at the Festival of 
Arts event at Christ Lutheran 
Church, Fairfax. He made a presen-
tation on the current challenges of 
the churches of South Sudan at 
Calvary Presbyterian Church, San 

Continuing  
education 
event on 
prayer  
offered by  
faculty

San Francisco Theologi-
cal Seminary faculty mem-
bers presented “Knocking on 
Heaven’s Door. Prayers in Old 
and New Testament Texts and 
their Reception in History 
and Praxis” in October at Al-
exander Hall. 

Besides community mem-
bers and Bay Area pastors, the 
packed hall included members 
of the SFTS board of trustees 
who were in town for their fall 
meeting.  

The lecture provided in-
sight and discussion on the 
following questions:
9 How have prayers changed 

over the course of time 
(Old Testament, New Tes-
tament, History of Chris-
tianity and the 21st cen-
tury)? 

9 Are prayers something spe-
cifically Jewish-Christian? 

9 Does addressing God as 
“Father” go back to Jesus? 

9 Can we still pray the 
Psalms today? 
The panelists were Dr. An-

nette Weissenrieder, associate 
professor of New Testament, 
Dr. Annette Schellenberg, as-
sociate professor of Old Testa-
ment, Dr. Christopher Ocker, 
professor of history, and Rev. 
Dr. Sam Hamilton-Poore, 
director of the Program in 
Christian Spirituality and as-
sistant professor of Christian 
spirituality.
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Francisco, and First Presbyterian 
Church, San Anselmo. In January, 
he will teach during the Diploma in 
Art of Spiritual Direction program, 
including a new course on “Con-
temporary Issues in Spiritual Direc-
tion: Culture, Context, and Social 
Location.” He is also scheduled to 
serve as plenary speaker for the an-
nual conference of the Intercollegiate 
Peace Fellowship of Mennonite Col-
leges and Universities in February  
at Bluffton University, Ohio.  The 
theme of the conference is “Spiritual-
ity and Shalom: Living at the Inter-
section of Faith and Justice.”

Dr. Elizabeth	  
Liebert, dean of the 
seminary and pro-
fessor of spiritual life 
represented SFTS at 
the Association of 
Theological Schools 

Chief Academic Officers’ Meeting 
and Biennium held in Minneapolis 
in June. She also participated in the 
Hispanic Summer Program’s pro-
gram for deans and presidents held 
at the Evangelical Seminary of Puer-
to Rico. In October, she attended a 
retreat on discernment for the “Spir-
itual Enrichment for Everyday” se-
ries hosted by Preston Hollow Pres-
byterian Church of Dallas, Texas, 
and an Adult Sunday School presen-
tation, also for Preston Hollow Pres-
byterian Church. On October 22, 
she led a day-long workshop for 
spiritual directors, introducing them 
to the Experience Circle, a tool for 
expanding the ability of spiritual di-
rectors and supervisors to attend to 
the experience of those they assist in 
spiritual direction.  

Rev. Dr. Gregory	 
Love, associate pro-
fessor of systematic  
theology, led a  work-
shop on Science and 
Religion  for The 
Zephyr Experience  

at Zephyr Point Presbyterian  Retreat 
Center, Lake Tahoe, in July. The con-
ference annually brings together over 
a hundred participants. In September, 
he led a conference for pastors on his 
book Love, Violence, and the Cross: 
How the Nonviolent God Saves Us 
through the Cross of Christ (2010). 
Over 20 pastors, certified lay pastors 
and lay people from Cascades  Presby-
tery spent two days studying together 
at the Shalom Center at the Benedic-
tine Sister’s Abbey in Mt. Angel, Ore. 
Love also taught a four-week adult 
education series on Paul’s Theology  
in Romans  5-8 at Lafayette-Orinda 
Presbyterian Church, Calif., in Sep-
tember and October. Love presented 
two series at First Presbyterian 
Church, Burlingame, Calif., this fall. 
He taught a three-week adult educa-
tion series on religion and spirituality 
in American culture. “Is Being Spiri-
tual Enough? Spirituality, the Church, 
and the Christian Life” looked at the 
latest Pew survey on people claiming 
to be “spiritual but not religious,” the 
strengths of this trend and the poten-
tial problems. In December at First 
Presbyterian Church, Burlingame, 
Calif., Love will teach a two-week se-
ries on the changes happening in the 
Presbyterian Church, looking at rea-
sons and consequences of churches 
leaving the PC(USA). Love led 12 
students in the Certified Lay Pastor  
program of the Presbytery of San  
Francisco this fall. He provided an  in-
depth study of Christian systematic  
theology from the perspective of  the 
Reformed tradition. The program  in-
volved reading texts in systematic the-
ology, writing papers and discussions.

Rev. Dr. Eugene	  
Park, the Dana and 
Dave Dornsife Pro-
fessor of New Testa-
ment, participated 
in the IASACT pro-
gram at the Chinese 

University of Hong Kong in June as 
a mentor to 15 junior scholars from 
various Asian countries representing 
diverse academic disciplines in hu-
manities and social sciences. He gave 
a series of lectures on the New Per-
spective on Paul at the First Presby-
terian Church, Burlingame, in Sep-
tember and another set of lectures 
on Paul’s life and theology at the 
First Presbyterian Church, San Ra-
fael, in October. His article, “Mat-
thew’s Treatment of the Infanticide 
by Herod” has just been accepted for 
publication in the Catholic Biblical 
Quarterly.

Dr. Annette	  
Schellenberg,  A 
associate professor 
of Old Testament, 
taught a class on 
“Basic Theological 
Questions in the 

Old Testament” in the Advanced 
Pastoral Studies summer program. 
In November she gave two papers at 
the SBL meeting in Chicago: one on 
the book of Jonah and one on char-
acterization of the sage as king in 
Wisdom literature. 

Dr. Annette 	
Weissenrieder, A  
associate professor 
of New Testament, 
presented a paper  
at a conference on 
Revelation at the 

University of Frankfurt, Germany. 
The paper was entitled “Bilder zum 
Sehen – Bilder zum Hören? Über 
die Grenzen von visuellem Bild und 
Sprache als Ekphrasis in der Offen-
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barung des Johannes” (Images to See 
and Images to Listen to? On the 
Boundary of Visual Images and Lan-
guage as Ekphrasis in the Revelation 
of John). She was also invited to a 
conference on Septuaginta Deutsch 
- Septuagint German at the Hoch-
schule Wuppertal. She has worked at 
the Numismatic Library at the Uni-
versity of Freiburg, analyzing ancient 
coins,  the library on Old History at 
the University of Freiburg, and 
worked closely together with Prof. 
Ferdinand Prostmeier and Dr. Thom-
as Bauer at the Theology Department 
in Freiburg. In Estonia, she met a 
group of New Testament doctoral stu-
dents who are interested studying in 
the GTU doctoral program.

She has written the following papers: 

9 “Stories Just Under the Skin. Lep-
rosy in the Gospel of Luke” for the 
volume on “Miracles Revisited. New 
Testament Miracle Stories in Con-
text.” The book was edited by Weis-
senrieder and Stefan Alkier and will 
be the first volume in the Encyclope-
dia of the Bible and Its Reception se-
ries of de Gryuter, Berlin. The book 
features papers delivered at an SFTS 
conference in cooperation with the 
University of Frankfurt, Germany, 
in 2011.

9 “Cultural Translation: The Fig Tree 
and Politics of Representation un-
der Nero in Rome (Mark 11:13‒15, 
19‒20; Matthew 21:18‒19; Luke 
13:1‒9)” in the same volume.

9 “Domestic Household Religion” for 
the Oxford Handbook of Archaeol-
ogy and the Bible.

9 “Femininity and Masculinity: Greek 
for the Oxford Handbook of Sex, 
Gender and the Bible.

9 Two Lectionaries on Mark 1:40-45 
and Mark 2:1-10.

9 “Hydraulik des Geistes. Emphysao 
in Genesis 2:7 und Sapientia Salo-
monis 15:11” (“Hydraulics of the 
Spirit. Emphysao in Genesis 2:7 and 
the Wisdom of Salomon 15:11”) for 
the journal Septuagint Bulletin (in 
review). 

9 “New Testament Pneumatology and 
Ancient Medicine” for a volume 
published by John Levison and Jörg 
Frey on The Roots of the Holy Spirit.

EMERITI

Dr. Walt Davis, professor of soci-
ology of religion emeritus, received 
the first annual Desmond Tutu 
Award for courageous leadership at 
the Northern California Friends of 
Sabeel gala in October. Friends of 
Sabeel advocates for a just peace in 
Palestine/Israel. It honored Davis 
and First Presbyterian Church, San 
Anselmo, for their dedicated work 
on behalf of Palestinian rights. The 
pastor at First Presbyterian Church 
is Rev. Dr. Joanne Whitt, an SFTS 
board of trustee member who earned 
her Master of Divinity and Doctor 
of Ministry degrees from the semi-
nary in 1997 and 2007, respective-
ly. Davis was the general editor of 
Steadfast Hope: The Palestinian Quest 
for Just Peace, a publication of the 
Israel-Palestine Mission Network of 
the Presbyterian Church (USA). The 
document is used in many U.S. con-
gregations and has been adapted for 
use in the Episcopal Church. Along 
with David Jones, also a member of 
the San Anselmo congregation, he 
wrote a three-week study plan of 
another IPMN publication, Kairos 
Palestine – A Moment of Truth, to be 
used in churches. He has inspired 
and supported the San Anselmo 
church in its ecumenical project, 
Keep Hope Alive, a program in part-
nership with the YMCA of East Je-
rusalem and the YWCA of Palestine. 
The project sends two groups to Pal-

estine each year to plant olive trees 
in February and to harvest olives in 
October.

Rev. Dr. Herman Waetjen, Rob-
ert S. Dollar Professor Emeritus of 
New Testament, authored an essay 
entitled “A Postmodern Reading of 
Paul’s Letter to the Romans and Its 
Disclosure of a New Image of God 
and a New Understanding of Salva-
tion.” It was published in the July 
2012 issue of Theology Today.  His 
commentary on Romans, The Let-
ter to the Romans: Salvation as Justice 
and the Deconstruction of Law, was 
published by Sheffield Phoenix Press 
in Sheffield, England, in November 
2011.

STAFF

Rev. Scott Clark	  
(M.Div. ’07) began 
2012-13 as associate 
dean of student life 
and chaplain. He 
previously served for 
one year in an inter-

im capacity. Clark represents student 
concerns at all levels of the institu-
tion, from administrative cabinet to 
student services staff to maintenance 
staff. He has assisted students and 
student groups to bring their ideas to 
fruition. He has provided leadership 
for consistent and rich worship, and 
pastoral care to the members of the 
wider seminary community. “May I 
express my personal appreciation for 
the competence and grace with 
which Scott has moved into this new 
position, began to fill out the plan as 
it existed  on paper with his own per-
sonal stamp, and brought all of his 
gifts and skills to bear in service both 
to students and to the larger institu-
tion,” said Dr. Elizabeth Liebert, 
dean of the seminary.
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Dr. Polly Coote: The heart  
of the SFTS community for over 30 years
By Anitra Kitts

On a hot afternoon after gradu-
ation last May, San Francisco 
Theological Seminary stu-

dents, alumni, teachers and administra-
tors gathered at Baird Hall to celebrate 
Dr. Polly Coote’s retirement. The room 
was crowded and the tables were over 
flowing with Western and Korean food 
and drink. Still, in the middle of the 
chaotic swirl of graduating, preparing to 
move, and recovering from final exams 
and papers, the community gathered 
to celebrate the woman who had just 
walked her final class of graduates off 
the field. 

There was perhaps a sense of disbelief 
in the room that Polly had indeed retired 
since she had served in the registrar’s of-
fice, first as an assistant, and then as the 
registrar for over 30 years. After decades 
of bocci games, baklava baking parties, 
unexpected moments of satiric serenade 
from the Bonhoofers, Christmas carols 
and cookies parties, and marathon hikes 
from the campus to the ocean, Polly was 

wrapping up many of her numerous du-
ties. 

A master of eight languages, Polly is 
kind of surprised herself that she spent 30 
some years as registrar, dean of student 
life and associate professor of Biblical 
Greek at SFTS. She earned her MA and 
PhD degrees at Harvard, and taught two 
years at Brown University before moving 
to the University of California, Berkeley, 
where she taught Yugoslav literature and 
Slavic folklore. After her family’s move 
to California, her husband, Dr. Robert 
Coote, joined the faculty at SFTS, where 
he was an Old Testament professor for 
35 years.

Of teaching at UCB, she remarked, 
“I had a 1-year-old child and there was 
not a lot of money for childcare,” she 
recalled. “No one said back then that 
these were your choices. It turns out 
that an academic career at Berkeley isn’t 
something you can do in your spare time 
while the kid is napping.” 

At first, after her family moved to the 
SFTS campus, Polly worked as an assis-
tant to John Irvine, another legendary 

source of hospitality as head of the Of-
fice of Student Services. “I made copies 
of transcripts,” she recalled. 

Before long Polly was co-teaching 
the Greek intersession class, and she’s 
been sharing her love of Biblical lan-
guages and learning ever since.

“For many students, the idea of 
learning Greek was a nightmare,” said 
Rev. Chandler Stokes (M.Div. ’82). 
“Polly maintained both appropriate ex-
pectations for their learning and deep 
compassion for their fear. She was both, 
‘you can do this, it’s not that hard,’ and 
at the same time respective of their fear 
and anxiety.” 

Rev. Dr. Neal Presa (M.Div. ’02), 
moderator of the 220th PC(USA) Gen-
eral Assembly, had taken Greek at an-
other seminary, but really appreciated 
taking it again with Polly. “Her mastery 
of Greek, her ease and her humor helped 
me appreciate the language. She was so 
wise and she knew so many languages.”

In 2005, when the bookstore was 
closed and student morale was low, 
Audrey Wilkinson (M.Div. ’07) ap-

Dr. Polly Coote 
is stepping away 
from many 
duties, but will 
continue to teach 
Biblical Greek.
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She always led  
the procession

Of stately robes  
and arm strips

A swirl of dignified  
colors

And at the front

She walked,  
a brown paper sack 

Carefully folded  
with the brim rolled

Her crown.

“It was the first Earth day,”  
she explained

“And it was more comfortable.”proached Polly with the idea of refitting the space as a coffee shop and 
living room for the campus. 

“Holy Grounds could not have come about without her cheerleading 
and support,” said Wilkinson. “She’s always been aware of what students 
needed. Polly is an amazing woman.” 

At the party on graduation day, Temesgen Dabsu, a senior M.Div. 
student from Ethiopia, testified the support shown to him by Polly.

“She helped me to get over here,” he shared. “I had to come straight 
from Africa and she explained all the details on the visa requirements, the 
course requirements and what to do by what time. She is the first person 
I go to talk to and I have confidence in her advice for me.” 

Jacob Li, another current M.Div. student, said, “I found her helpful. 
Any question you bring to her, she’ll find a satisfying answer. It could 
be about life, grad school, the seminary structure, policy, anything. The 
school will take a while to come up with someone to replace her.”

Rev. Scott Clark (M.Div. ’09), chaplain and associate dean of student 
life, was a student before he joined Polly on the SFTS staff.

“You are in truth the heart of this place,” Clark said during Polly’s 
party. “In ways many people will never know, your office is probably the 
place where students learned the most about how to be a pastor.” 

“Nor, perhaps should anyone know,” Polly replied in laughter. 
“Every time I go through the course again from alpha to omega I 

learn new things about Greek, about scripture, and about the people in 
the room,” Polly told the SFTS Board of Trustees. “That, for me, is fun, 
and as Ben and Jerry say, if it’s not fun, why do it?  Could that be how 
you know it’s a call?”  

Anitra Kitts (M.Div. ’06) is a freelance writer who recently moved to Germany.

               

            

           

            

         

       

             

           

       

                     

      

                !

 



In a way, members of the 
Class of 1987 are renegades. 
Sure, a few of these San Fran-

cisco Theological Seminary graduates 
occasionally make their way back to 
San Anselmo for Alumni Reunion Weekend 
in the spring. But it’s more likely that they mark 
their calendars for their own private reunion held every 
five years since they graduated 25 years ago.

For the fifth time, the Class of 1987 gathered at SFTS 
in August, setting up camp in Suzanna Baird Hall for a 
little reminiscing, prayer, support and catching up. This 
year’s group of 36 included graduates, spouses and partners, 
some of whom joined the reunion for a first time and many 
whom have participated all five times.

“We take over Baird and make it our home away from 
home as we share meals and participate in programs that we 
have scheduled, often with former and current SFTS pro-
fessors joining us with their expertise,” shared Deana Reed. 
“We stay up late reminiscing about our times on campus 
and sharing the joys and heartaches of life and ministry. 
The chance for catching up as well as having directed time 
in study and reflection is important to us all.”

Reed notes that seminary is a life-changing time. Stu-
dents are stretched, pulled and encouraged to open up to 
a bigger framework for understanding God, life and com-
munity than when they first came to SFTS. Those shared 
experiences provide opportunities for relationships with 
classmates, faculty and staff to develop touchstones during 
seminary days and beyond.

“Our lives have intertwined over the years as we have 
welcomed spouses, partners and the birth and growth of 
children into our worlds,” Reed said. “We just enjoy being 
together and celebrating life as we worship and play and 
study together.”

SFTS invites all graduates and former community 
members to return for Alumni Reunion Weekend April 
11-13, 2013. Or you could follow the example of the Class 
of 1987 and coordinate your own special gathering.

Class of 1987  
stands out

SFTS alums  
return every  
five years
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1950 Bob Williams (BD) and his 
wife, Betsy, celebrated their 65th 
wedding anniversary last summer. 
They arrived at SFTS in 1947 as 
newlyweds so Bob could begin stud-
ies toward his Bachelor of Divinity 
degree. Betsy was very active in a 
campus support group for women, 
working alongside Susanna Baird, 
wife of then-president Dr. Jesse 
Baird. For the past 62 years, Bob has 
been a Class Steward for SFTS, help-
ing members of his graduating class 
stay up to date with seminary events 
and news. “There is a glad satisfac-
tion in keeping my peers informed 
and unified,” Bob wrote. “It is a joy 
to nurture those friendships as our 
lives move on – friendships that be-
come more valuable through time.” 
In 1988, the Williams became mem-
bers of the Montgomery Society by 
including SFTS in their estate plans. 
They also established the Robert and 
Elizabeth Helter Williams Scholar-
ship Fund to support SFTS students 
called to ministry.

1953 Dick Jennings (BD, D.Min. 
’77) and Shirley Jennings (MA) 
celebrated their 60th wedding anni-
versary in August. After meeting as 
students at SFTS, they were married 
in Stewart Memorial Chapel in 
1952 by Dr. Jesse Baird, the SFTS 
president at the time. There was 
some concern that the chapel might 
not be completed in time for the fall 
semester, but Baird pushed contrac-
tors with the Jennings’ wedding in 
mind and they were joined in holy 
matrimony for the first event in 
Stewart. “It must have worked,” 

writes Dick Jennings. “Shirley and I 
attended chapel services in the new 
building all through our last year at 
seminary. And our wedding recep-
tion was also the first event ever held 
at Alexander Hall, which was con-
structed at the same time as Geneva 
Hall.” The Jennings’ service to the 
church stretched 41 years in four 
states and eight presbyteries. They 
now live in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. “It 
feels good to remember that Shirley 
and I met each other at SFTS as well 
as getting married there,” Dick Jen-
nings wrote. “We just wanted to 
share our reminiscences with the 
seminary that has been so important 
in our lives.”

1969 Wil Long (DTh) taught Prot-
estant theology at Kaiserin Friedrich 
Schule in Germany from 1973-
2000. Before moving to Europe, he 
was pastor at Culver City Presbyte-
rian Church in Southern California 
from 1969-73. His theological edu-
cation included Yale Divinity School 
from 1957-60, Princeton Theologi-
cal Seminary in 1963 and Eberhard 
Karls University in Germany. He 
moved to the Bay Area in the ’60s 
for studies at SFTS and the Gradu-
ate Theological Union.  

1969 Tom Rickert (MTh) says 
SFTS played an important role in 
preparing him for 40-plus years of 
work on social concerns, first as a 
community organizer and for de-
cades in the field of promoting ac-
cessible public transportation for se-

niors and persons with disabilities 
throughout the world. In 1990, 
Rickert quit his position as manager 
of Accessible Services for San Fran-
cisco’s public transit agency in order 
to found Access Exchange Interna-
tional. Back then, there were virtu-
ally no transit systems accessible to 
disabled riders in Asia, Africa, Latin 
America or Eastern Europe. Access 
Exchange International (AEI) is a 
nonprofit agency that has promoted 
best practices in the field of accessi-
ble transit at workshops and confer-
ences for transit planners and dis-
ability leaders in 30 countries, 
including pioneering meetings in 
China, Thailand, Vietnam, Russia 
and Malaysia, as well as South Afri-
ca, Kenya, and Tanzania. In Latin 
America, AEI has responded to invi-
tations and led workshops in Brazil, 
Colombia, Argentina, Peru, Chile, 
Uruguay, Mexico, Guatemala, El 
Salvador, Nicaragua, and Costa 
Rica. Rickert and his wife, Susan, are 
active members of the Mission and 
Justice Committee of Temple Unit-
ed Methodist Church in San Fran-
cisco.  

1971 Jerry Van	  
Marter (M.Div.) re-
ceived numerous 
awards both as a 
writer and director 
of the Presbyterian 
News Service during 

the Associated Church Press (ACP) 
annual awards banquet in May. The 
ACP is the oldest and largest Chris-
tian press association and stages 
yearly judging for its “Best of the 
Christian Press Awards.” Van Marter 
earned the Award of Excellence (first 
place) in the news service category 
for his story “PC(USA) relaxes con-
stitutional prohibition of gay and 
lesbian ordination.” He received an 
Award of Merit (second place) in the 
Convention or Meeting Coverage 

A
LU

M
N

I N
EW

S

22	 SFTS CHIMES  |  Fall 2012 SFTS CHIMES  |  Fall 2012              23



category for “Fellowship of Presbyte-
rians examines options for ‘differen-
tiation’ from PC(USA).” The Pres-
byterian News Service took third in 
the news service category.

1971 Barry Boyer (M.Div.) has 
retired after more than 25 years of 
service at First Presbyterian Church 
of Chippewa Falls, Wis. His last 
day in the pulpit was May 20. Prior 
to moving to the Chippewa Falls 
church, Boyer served as associate 
pastor of the Glen Avon Presbyterian 
Church in Duluth, Minn., for seven 
years and at the Bayfield Presbyterian 
Church in Ashland for eight. 

1979 Bradley	  
C. Copeland	  
(M.Div., D.Min. 
’87) has been 
elected moderator 
of the PC(USA) 
General Assembly 

Permanent Judicial Commission. 
The judicial commission is the final 
authority of the church, analogous 
to U.S. Appellate Courts, deciding 
appealed issues of remedial cases 
such as misconduct as well as disci-
plinary cases which may involve of-
fenses made by individuals. Cope-
land will act as the moderator for the 
next two years, when his six-year 
post on the 16-member commission 
will expire. He also serves as senior 
pastor of Magnolia Presbyterian 
Church, one of most venerable and 
iconic churches in Riverside, Calif. 
He believes the art of being a good 
pastor will be an asset while he serves 
on the judicial commission. “In the 
preamble to our Book of Discipline, 
we speak of our purpose of restora-
tion and reconciliation,” he said. 
“And while we in the commission 
have ecclesiastical authority, people 
and diversity are always heard be-
cause issues are not black and white.” 

Copeland admits that he finds it 
troubling in today’s Christian com-
munity that many believe there is 
only one valid viewpoint regarding 
contemporary issues. “And that is 
why we acknowledge as a church 
that people can think and that we 
should have dialogue on controver-
sial issues.” The judicial commission 
as a forum provides an opportunity 
for relevant faith and even contem-
porary societal issues to be heard, 
not unlike those that are debated, 
discussed and argued throughout 
the country today, according to Co-
peland.

1980 Laura Men-
denhall (M.Div.) 
was the recipient of 
the 2012 Ernest 
Trice Thompson 
Award. She received 
the award at the 

Presbyterian Outlook luncheon that 
was held during the 220th General 
Assembly (2012) of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.). Mendenhall has 
served as Christian educator, pastor 
and, most recently, senior philan-
thropy advisor for the Texas Presby-
terian Foundation. She may be most 
well known for her tenure as presi-
dent of Columbia Theological Semi-
nary. Jack Haberer, editor of the 
Presbyterian Outlook, said of Men-
denhall, “Laura has been such an 
extraordinary presence at Columbia 
Seminary through new faculty ap-
pointments, new construction and 
renewal of the campus. The reputa-
tion of that institution for making 
great pastors was enlarged by her 
tenure there.” 

1984 C. Dale German (D.Min.) 
was been honored by The Oklaho-
man newspaper’s editorial board for 
his letter that exemplified a timely, 

fair, accurate and cogent viewpoint. 
His “Foundational to faith” letter 
was published July 20. German, 70, 
is a retired pastor in the Church of 
the Nazarene having served in Texas, 
Arizona, California and Oregon. He 
also taught at Nazarene Theological 
College in Brisbane, Australia. Cur-
rently he is employed as an Okla-
homa City Ambassador. You can 
find him driving water taxi boats on 
Bricktown Canal.

The letter: 
I’m not a scientist, but as a theo-
logically schooled retired pastor I’d 
like to broaden “A matter of faith 
vs. reason” (ScissorTales, July 14). 
Detection of the Higgs boson is 
an amazingly intriguing scientific 
advance. May it yield ever more clues 
of the origin of matter! My comment 
has to do with the notion that faith 
and reason are incompatible. Reason 
is foundational to faith. Reason gives 
substance to faith. Faith without 
reason could become belief in total 
nonsense. The origin of matter, 
whatever it is, comes from something 
else, whatever that is. Intelligent 
design doesn’t exclude a big bang 
“theory,” and a big bang theory 
need not exclude an imponderable 
intelligent designer. Let the believer 
in God be excited about glimpsing 
a “God particle” and not rule out a 
big bang theory. And let the scientific 
God particle chasers not rule out 
the possibility of intelligent design 
behind the Higgs boson. It need not 
be “a super-colliding matter of faith 
vs. reason, the God partisans vs. the 
God particle chasers.” The dichotomy 
is not mutually exclusive. No matter 
how we got here, human life itself 
is too complex to be random and 
purposeless. It’s reasonable to believe 
by faith that only Intelligence could 
have put all of this together. Human-
ity’s greater task is to find out not 
only how, but why.
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New breakthrough book connects 
Gospels, Torah and Quran

Dr. Brian Brown, who earned 
his Doctor of Ministry degree 
from San Francisco Theologi-

cal Seminary in 1972, is contributing 
editor of the new book Three Testa-
ments: Torah, Gospel and 
Quran.

For the first time, 
Brown and his col-
leagues present together 
the texts of the Torah, 
Gospels and Quran, in-
viting readers to exam-
ine the interdependence 
of the Scriptures that are 
central to Jews, Christians 
and Muslins. Connecting 
these three faith traditions, the book is 
a breakthrough in scholarship and an 
excellent source for interfaith studies. 

The foreword by Amir Hussain, 
editor of the Journal of the American 
Academy of Religion, sets the tone by 
recognizing the value of understanding 
the differences as well as appreciating 
the mutual implication of stories that 
overlap in content and meaning. Ellen 
Frankel and Marc Zvi Brettler represent 
the Jewish community, Henry Carrigan 
and David Bruce speak for Protestants 
and Catholics, with Lalel Bakhtiar and 
Nevin Reda presenting traditional and 
progressive Islamic points of view. 

Brown, ordained by the United 
Church of Canada, adds an interna-
tional perspective to illustrate the time-
less universality of the material under 
consideration. He credits his wife Jenny 
Gosine, whose family roots are in India, 
for helping him develop a world view 
on faith.

“Brian Brown and his associates of-
fer a deep investigation of the common 
as well as the distinctive features of the 
monotheistic world faiths present in 
the Torah, the Gospel and the Quran, 
including some possible influence in 
each by Zoroastrianism,” said Dr. Max 
L. Stackhouse, author of God and Glo-
balization and professor emeritus at 

Princeton Theological Seminary. “Well 
aware that the evidence is not conclu-
sive in many cases, he courageously and 
suggestively charts out the dots that 

can become connected as further 
research dictates, thereby setting 
forth a possible map of the partial-
ly hidden root system that feeds 
the major branches of the flour-

ishing world 
religions.” 

As pos-
sibly a defini-
tive landmark 
of the 21st 
century, Three 
Testaments: 
Torah, Gospel 
and Quran 
presents the 
scriptural texts 

under license from the Jewish Publica-
tion Society, Sheed & Ward and Kazi 
Publications Inc, preeminent publish-
ing houses of the Jewish, Catholic and 
Islamic traditions. By word count the 
material is 70 percent Scripture, 15 
percent commentary and 15 percent 
contextual material relating to recent 
research showing the Zoroastrian roots 
of the scriptures of Abraham’s fam-
ily. The particular textual versions are 
all 21st century publications from the 
three traditions, another first.

Brown recently retired from min-
istry to focus on writing after serving 
three small Niagara Falls congregations 
for nearly a decade. Each church expe-
rienced growth and redevelopment, in-
cluding one congregation that doubled 
its membership and another that built 
a new church sanctuary.

Brown was associated with Rene 
Levesque who, as premier, persuaded 
Brown to write Separatism in 1976, ar-
ticulating French Quebec’s aspirations 
to English Canada. Levesque contrib-
uted an impressive foreword, regarded 
by many as the definitive statement on 
“Sovereignty-Association”.

1993 Stephen Taber (MA in Val-
ues) is a lawyer and elder at Old First 
Presbyterian Church, San Francisco. 
He uses his legal knowledge on be-
half of Old First Presbyterian Church 
and of many nonprofits.  He is also 
legal counsel for both the Presbytery 
of San Francisco and the Presbytery 
of Sacramento.  Taber and his wife, 
Sarah, generously host many Old First 
Presbyterian Church gatherings, from 
educational forums to holiday open 
houses.  Tabor is the author of the 
prize-winning history Pioneer Com-
munity of Faith:  Old First Presbyterian 
Church 1849-1999.

1995 Bruce 
Reyes-Chow 
(M.Div.) reveals 
how social me-
dia can benefit 
the church in 
his latest book 
The Definitive-
ish Guide for 

Using Social Media in the Church. He 
weaves practical how-to tips with a 
convincing rationale for why social 
media matters for the church. Social 
media novices will find an accessible 
introduction and ideas for getting 
started while more experienced users 
will discover new ways to use social 
media in congregations. Readers will 
learn from Reyes-Chow’s experienc-
es managing information overload 
and navigating social media issues 
during a pastoral transition. This is a 
book to pick up for both practical 
purposes and insightful and inspir-
ing commentary on the ways social 
media is changing our culture and 
the church. Learn how social media 
allows Christians to be in the world 
in new, powerful and God-honoring 
ways. The Definitive-ish Guide for 
Using Social Media in the Church can 
be read on any e-reader, tablet, 
smartphone or computer and is 
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available on Amazon.com, BN.com 
and iBooks. For more information 
about the book, visit www.shook-
foilbooks.com. Fully utilizing the 
eBook medium, this book will be 
updated regularly, so you can have 
the confidence that when you buy it 
you are getting up-to-date informa-
tion. Reyes-Chow was also a fea-
tured speaker at Wild Goose West 
last summer in Oregon.

1999 Musimbi	  
Kanyoro (D.Min.) 
is president and 
CEO of Global 
Fund for Women, 
which has offices in 
San Francisco and 
New York City. 

Global Fund for Women is a pub-
licly supported grantmaking foun-
dation that invests in women-led 
organizations to advance human 
rights. A native of Kenya, Kanyoro is 
an influential advocate for women 
and girls worldwide. Prior to joining 
the Global Fund for Women, Kany-
oro served as the director of the 
Packard Foundation’s Population 
and Reproductive Health program, 
where she led efforts to expand the 
foundation’s grantmaking to include 
girls’ education and women’s leader-
ship. Prior to that, she served as gen-
eral secretary (CEO) of the World 
YWCA in Geneva, Switzerland 
(1998–2007), and as executive sec-
retary for the Women’s Program of 
the Lutheran World Federation 
(1988–98). She is a founding mem-
ber of the Global Coalition on 
Women and AIDS—an alliance fo-
cused on strengthening AIDS pro-
gramming for women and girls. A 
minister by training, Kanyoro has 
been a visiting scholar at Harvard 
Divinity School. She has published 
extensively on gender issues and re-
ceived many awards throughout her 

career including the Kenya Govern-
ment Presidential Award for leader-
ship and the Women’s Funding Net-
work’s Changing the Face of 
Philanthropy Award. 

2001 Timothy Shipe (M.Div.) is 
a supervisory candidate in Clini-
cal Pastoral Education at St. Joseph 
Medical Center in Tacoma, Wash. 

2002 Paul Boles 
(M.Div.) has been 
appointed to the 
faculty of Azusa Pa-
cific University as 
assistant professor of 
church history. He 

received his PhD in the history of 
Christianity from Claremont Grad-
uate University, where he completed 
his dissertation on the creation of a 
context for meaning to occur in the 
preaching of third-century Church 
father Origen of Alexandria. He 
continues to pursue his interests in 
historical preaching and the history 
of biblical interpretation. Boles is an 
ordained minister in the Presbyteri-
an Church (U.S.A.), has worked as a 
solo pastor and as a hospice chap-
lain, and teaches preaching at the 
seminary level. 

2003 Deborah Matthews (DSFS, 
M.Div./MA ’04) joins youth-advo-
cacy agency The LeaderShop as mar-
keting manager after volunteering 
in the office for several months. Her 
advocacy for young adults began as 
a youth group leader while a col-
lege student and continued through 
fifteen years of leading youth pro-
gramming in churches and com-
munities in four states, including as 
a pastor in two churches. Deborah 
comments, “While it appears I’ve 
changed careers, I’m still using all 
the tools and formation as a religious 

leader to communicate to the com-
munity the exciting work The Lead-
erShop does to build confidence, 
knowledge and leadership in teens. 
I’m thrilled to be a part of the team.” 
She is an ordained teaching elder in 
the PC(USA).

2004 Will 	
McGarvey	  
(M.Div.) has been 
named interim ex-
ecutive director of 
the Interfaith Coun-
cil of Contra Costa 

County. “The work of the Interfaith 
Council is so important here in 
Contra Costa County,” McGarvey 
said. “Our work supporting Winter 
Nights Shelter, the chaplaincy in the 
Juvenile Detention Facility and our 
Social Justice Alliance provide an op-
portunity for people of faith to work 
together to make our county a better 
place. I’m happy to be able to help the 
executive committee focus on our 
mission, and organize our committees 
to help the member congregations 
work toward greater understanding 
among our faith groups. This is 
among the most important pieces of 
work during this time of increasing 
religiously motivated violence.” Mc-
Garvey has served as pastor at Com-
munity Presbyterian Church of Pitts-
burg, Calif., for the last eight 
years.  CPC shares ministry with First 
Congregational Church of Antioch 
(UCC). McGarvey has long been ac-
tive in interfaith circles, including the 
early meetings that organized inter-
faith chaplains for the 2002 Salt Lake 
City Winter Olympics.  

2004 Jessica Konig (MA) earned 
a degree in philosophical theol-
ogy from the Graduate Theological 
Union in Berkeley, Calif. She also 
earned an MA in Philosophy and 
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Graduate Certificate in Women’s 
and Gender Studies at Duquesne 
University, and was accepted to the 
university’s PhD program in phi-
losophy this fall. She received the 
Carlin Book Prize in Philosophy 
from the University of San Diego in 
2001 before attending SFTS. Most 
recently, she presented a paper, “The 
Matrilineal Servitude Statute and 
Miscegenation Laws: An Essay on 
their Impact on Notions of Mother-
hood and Female Sexuality,” at the 
Eastern Society for Women in Phi-
losophy Conference on Women in 
Philosophy: Why Race and Gender 
Still Matter at Notre Dame of Mary-
land University. She is interested in 
feminist philosophy generally, and 
notions of identity and gendered 
subjectivity specifically. 

2007 Derrick Weston (M.Div.) 
has been hired as pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Yellow 
Springs, Ohio, as well as director 
of Antioch College’s Coretta Scott 
King Center for Cultural and Intel-
lectual Freedom. Weston is interest-
ed in using the Coretta Scott King 
Center as a platform for dialogue on 
difficult issues such as diversity, tol-
erance, peacemaking and justice — 
issues he says people give lip service 
to but, like self-segregation, often 
remain the status quo. The move-
ment for change goes back to the 
philosophies of Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and his “beloved community,” a 
community of equals. Weston is on 
the SFTS Alumni Council.

2007 Rebecca Barnes-Davies 
(wife of M.Div. grad Peter 
Barnes-Davies) was among the rep-
resentatives of Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) environmental programs 
at the White House in September. 
She attended a “Greening America’s 
Congregations” event sponsored by 

the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s “ENERGY STAR” program and 
the White House’s Office of Faith-
Based and Neighborhood Partner-
ships. During the event, Rebecca 
Barnes-Davies, the PC(USA)’s as-
sociate for environmental ministries, 
participated in a panel in which she 
described the denomination’s Earth 
Care Congregations program as one 
model for Christian communities 
to engage in energy efficiency. As a 
community member at SFTS, Re-
becca was the PC(USA) Hunger Ac-
tion Enabler on campus.

2008 Mark	  
Shaw (MATS)	  
wrote a new book 
entitled Stations 
Along the Way. This 
true story chroni-
cles the spiritual 
transformation of 
former Hitleriyouth 

leader Ursula Martens. Based on Ur-
sula’s diary, this compelling biogra-
phy describes how, consumed with 
guilt and shame over having been 
used by the Nazis during WWII 
when Adolf Hitler swore to control 
her and other youngsters “cradle to 
grave,” Ursula travels to America, 
where she experiences prejudice sim-
ilar to that forced upon the Jews in 
Nazi Germany. Confused about 
what lies ahead, she suddenly discov-
ers self-forgiveness in the most un-
likely of places—through the love of 
three Holocaust survivors. One has 
romantic intentions; the other two 
accept her despite her past. As God 
becomes the essence of her life, Ur-
sula turns full circle from worshiping 
the Swastika to worshiping the cross. 
Shaw is the author of more than 20 
books, including biographies of 
Thomas Merton, Melvin Belli, Jona-
than Pollard and Mike Tyson. 

2011 Natasha	  
Hicks (M.Div.) is re-
ceiving support 
from a PC(USA) 
debt assistance pro-
gram as she answers 
a call to serve as 

part-time solo pastor of Mount View 
Presbyterian Church, a 50-member 
church in an unincorporated area of 
Seattle. Hicks was featured in a Pres-
byterian News Service article about 
the debt assistance program and how 
it has helped her transition from 
seminary to ministry. Hicks was a 
recipient of the Presbyterian Study 
Grant in seminary, which led to con-
nections with the Transformational 
Leadership Debt Assistance Program 
(TLDA). The TLDA program is de-
signed to assist seminary graduates 
who serve in temporary or part-time 
pastoral positions in churches of 150 
members or less or in emerging wor-
shiping communities. The program 
provides forgivable loans that can be 
applied to their education debt. Af-
ter completion of an 18-month pe-
riod of service, the loan is forgiven. 
Here’s what Hicks had to say about 
the program: “The school debt keeps 
you looking in the rearview mirror 
in some ways, so having the assis-
tance helps me to have a more for-
ward-looking perspective of where 
God is leading me and also the 
church. How do we become a light 
in this community, how do we love 
our neighbors, how do we invest in 
the children and youth and families 
in this community?” she asks. “How 
are we being a church that nurtures 
and helps people to grow in their 
faith?”

2013 Jeffrey V. O’Grady	
(D.Min.) has been elected to the 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
board of trustees. He is pastor and 
head of staff of San Marino Com-
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of color within the Synod of the Pacific. Begun in 1991, 
REAPS is one of the few continuing education entities 
within the PC(USA) that is conceived and conducted by 
pastors and faculty of color. Earlier this year, REAPS repre-
sentatives and SFTS faculty agreed to partner in nurturing 
and supporting these pastors through the APS programs.   

In his interviews with the SFTS search committee, Choy 
was urged to bring back and expand on the D.Min. empha-
sis on Feminist Perspectives. He has already initiated con-
versations with members of the Justice for Women Working 
Group of the (U.S.) National Council of Churches, who 
have responded positively with a number of suggestions for 
updating the program for a new generation of leaders.

The SFTS search committee also encouraged Choy to 
enhance the Seminary’s course offerings with subjects he 
has taught at other theological institutions: strategic pasto-
ral leadership, congregational leadership in times of change 
and transformation, racism and white privilege, and cross-
cultural ministry. He plans to offer a “Culturally-Attentive 
Conflict Management” course during the APS Summer 
Session in 2013. 

Choy believes it’s crucial to expand SFTS partner-
ships beyond current relationships with Seattle University, 
Marylhurst University and seminaries in Korea. As a visit-
ing professor of ministry at McCormick, he helped develop 

its Executive Leadership Certificate Program, which equips 
congregational and denominational leaders for the practice 
of ministry in today’s changing landscape. Already this 
fall, the SFTS faculty has approved his proposal for a cross-
registration partnership through which D.Min. students 
can complete course work for credit at both SFTS and Mc-
Cormick. The McCormick faculty is voting on this soon. 
Through his service on the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
Advisory Group on Theological Education in Asia and the 
Pacific, he hopes to help SFTS contribute to the ongoing 
nurture of leaders in partner churches.

 “What kind of opportunities might APS offer?” Choy 
asked. “Being strategically bifocal is about vigilance as well as 
vision. I hope to vigilantly and diligently pay attention to the 
needs of colleagues in ministry which SFTS seeks to serve.”

munity Church in San Marino, 
Calif. He earned his M.A. from 
Luther Northwestern Theologi-
cal Seminary and his M.Div. from 
Princeton Theological Seminary.  

Ordinations and Calls

2008 Ki Do Ahn was ordained on 
Aug. 11.

2010 Karen Thistlethwaite 	
was ordained on July 15 as the 
minister of education for St. John’s 
Presbyterian Church of Berkeley.

2010 John Scott was ordained 
in October as the pastor of Trin-
ity Presbyterian Church in 	
Jonesville, La.

2010 Beverly Franco 	 was or-
dained at Oceanside Presbyterian 
Church on Nov. 18. She was or-
dained to the position of chaplain 
for Casa de Manana, a retirement 
community in La Jolla.

2011 Carol Prichard was or-
dained and installed as pastor of 
the United Methodist Church in 
Astoria, Ore., on October 21.

2012 Jefferson Beeker was or-
dained on June 16 as the minister of 
evangelism and membership devel-
opment for First Christian Church 
of North Hollywood, Calif. 

2012 Aidan Dongwoo Lee 	
was ordained in KPCA (Korean 
Presbyterian Church Abroad) on 
Sept. 13 at Youngnak Presbyte-
rian Church of Portland, Ore. He 
wrote: “Please pray for me to be a 
truthful and faithful good pastor.” 

2012 Dorothy Ruby Pollard 	
was ordained as an itinerate elder 
by the Right Reverend T. Larry 
Kirkland in October in the 148 
Session of the California Annual 
Conference of the African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, thereby 
completing her ordination process.

Advanced Pastoral Studies
from page 7

Summer Seminars

The SFTS Advanced Pastoral Studies Summer Seminars 
will take place June 10-21, June 24-July 5, July 8-July19

Collegium Groups

From September to May, collegium groups meet
on the SFTS campus on Mondays. Collegium groups are 
designed for working pastors who live in the Bay Area.

Contact Us

Email: pperry@sfts.edu or vchoy@sfts.edu
Phone: 1-800-447-8820 ext .865
Visit: http://sfts.edu/academics/dmin_introduction.asp
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my strength by trusting in each team 
member’s differences. This firm con-
viction that we are different helps us 
form a strong trust in each other, and 
our differences require us to listen to 
each member’s feedback about the ser-
vices we plan.”

Creativity plays an important role 
in developing unique services. Tad 
Hopp, a second-year Master of Divin-
ity student who serves as a chaplain’s 
assistant, comes from a theatrical 
background – he once tried out for 
American Idol. He appreciates the way 
creativity is nourished and encouraged 
through Worship Lab.

“I like letting my creative juices 
flow and Worship Lab allows that to 
happen,” Hopp said. “I think it gives 
the student body here a chance to 
explore different styles and methods 
of worship, which is more and more 
important as we enter a world where 
the traditional idea of a worship ser-
vice is changing. As future leaders in 
the church, it is important that we are 
able to come up with meaningful and 
impactful worship services that don’t 
necessarily fit the traditional worship 
paradigm.”

Rev. Scott Clark (M.Div. ’09), 
chaplain and associate dean of student 
life at SFTS, points out that Worship 
Lab connects with what a good num-
ber of local congregations are trying 
to do, too. 

“We are all faithfully trying to 
innovate and come up with new, life-

giving ways to worship that flow out of 
the traditions of Reformed Worship,” 
Clark said. “This is all part of equip-
ping folks for new, imaginative and 
faithful ministry for the 21st century. 
I hope that folks beyond the campus 
feel welcome to come and worship and 
experience what we’re doing here.”  

Several SFTS professors and stu-
dents are using Worship Lab as a com-
ponent of their academic studies. Rev. 
Dr. Jana Childers’ Reformed Worship 
class has the option to attend Worship 
Lab and write a report on each service. 
First-year M.Div. student Alexander 
Wendeheart crafted a worship service 
for All Saints’ Day, inspired by his 
Celtic spirituality and theology class.   
And last semester, Dr. Annette Schel-
lenberg’s Old Testament Exegesis class 
designed and led a Worship Lab that 
brought to life a challenging text from 
the Hebrew Scriptures.

Rev. Dr. James McDonald, the 
seminary president, believes it is criti-
cal  that SFTS students  are prepared 
to help fulfill God’s purposes in the 
world. Worship Lab has emerged as a 
unique tool in this preparation. 

“Seminaries are laboratories for 
incubating religious leaders who have 
been called by God to encourage and 
challenge communities to live out the 
Good News of Jesus Christ,” McDon-
ald said. “Seminaries need to be places 
of hope and energy for a transformed 
church capable of healing a broken 
world. This is my vision for SFTS.”

Holly Woolard is SFTS communications manager.

Worship Lab from page 5

    

KOREA from page 9

church that was purposefully made 
to be common-looking and without 
fancy or flair; visits to traditional 
markets, neighborhoods and beau-
tiful parklands and open spaces.

Korea is also known as the Land 
of the Morning Calm. “That im-
age is exactly what you feel when 
you walk outside in the morning,” 
McDonald said. “There are lots of 
mountains and the Han River is a 
large watershed that runs through 
Korea and Seoul.  The countryside is 
spectacular and awe inspiring.”

The trip to Korea also affirmed 
the already deep connection be-
tween Korean Presbyterian Church-
es and SFTS. Of the 50 million 
people in Korea, approximately 30 
percent are Christian. The Presby-
terian Church has become a strong 
presence  in Korean society. SFTS 
has a long history of welcoming 
students from Korea, where an ap-
preciation for strong academic and 
theological training allows them to 
stretch their own learning in minis-
try within their own context.  

“I sense a new openness,” Mc-
Donald said. “Koreans want to be 
thinking together with non-Kore-
ans about the nature of the changes 
that we all face together. This is a 
very exciting prospect for everyone.”

At the conclusion of their week-
long visit, bows of respect and 
handshakes marked the end of a 
well-purposed and deeply meaning-
ful journey. Rev. Kang extended an 
invitation for SFTS to participate in 
next year’s conference. “Thank you 
Rev. Kang. We accept.”

Kay Carney is vice president of communications.
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Rev. JACKIE LEONARD:  
SFTS alum supports seminary 
through endowed chair
By Kay Carney

Jackie Leonard, a PC(USA) min-
ister, SFTS alumna (M.Div. ’88) 
and seven-year member of the 

SFTS board of trustees, remembers 
her call to ministry and the major 
event that led to her decision to at-
tend seminary.  

A graduate of the University of 
Nevada, she moved to San Francisco 
for graduate school in theater and re-
turned to Reno in 1977. Three months 
later Leonard’s life would be forever 
changed after her brother was killed 
by a drunk driver. “Dealing with my 
brother’s death caused me to reevalu-
ate my own life.”  

“St John’s pastor, Rev. Bill Barrett 
(BD ’55), preached on Romans 8:38-
39 the first Sunday after my brother’s 
death.  When Bill preached on that 
pericope, the world shifted for me.  
I still had a lot of grief work to do 
but I realized that my world had not 
ended.”

Leonard became very 
involved in the life of St. 
John’s Church and began to 
look at new career choices.  
Through a process of dis-
cernment, she realized that 
she had a call to ministry.  
“When I told Bill this, he 
said ‘No. You don’t go to 
seminary and go into ministry until 
it is the last thing on your career list.’ 
And I told him that it was. Then I be-
gan my journey to seminary,” stated 
Leonard

“A friend and I made a trip 
through a blizzard to attend a Fron-

tiers in Ministry conference at SFTS.  
After this trip through snow and rain, 
we arrived on campus.  The grass was 
green, the sky was blue, and the tulip 
trees were blooming.  I knew I had 
come home,” said Leonard.  She en-
rolled at SFTS in 1984.

Leonard first got to know the 
Rices at SFTS where Howard was 
professor of ministry and chaplain. 
Rice became a mentor and friend and 
preached at her ordination in Octo-
ber 1988. “Howard preached on the 
Samaritan Woman at the Well, and 
I have no memory of what he said.  
What I DO remember is the laying 
on of hands, and his hands on my 
head and the other ministers and el-
ders laying their hands on my shoul-
ders,” added Leonard. Howard Rice 
passed away in 2010.

Leonard credits the Rices for hav-
ing a lasting impact on her ministry. 
In 2002, the Rices were in Reno fol-
lowing a Companions on the Inner 

Way spiritual retreat at 
Lake Tahoe. “I was hav-
ing a bizarre experience 
with various physical 
problems. I think How-
ard and I both knew 
that it was MS., and I 
was diagnosed on Sep-
tember 12, 2002, several 
days after the Rices had 

returned home. Nancy was a wonder-
ful support to my mother and now, 
Howard and I had one more thing in 
common.”

In honor of the Rice family, 
Leonard has endowed the Rice Fam-
ily Chair of Christian Spirituality at 

SFTS. Doing so will keep their lega-
cies alive for generations to come.  “I 
am more than halfway toward my 
pledge of $2 million,” she added.

“My time at SFTS was one of the 
best times of my life.  It challenged 
me intellectually and spiritually.  The 
preaching was the best I’ve ever heard.  
I began a love affair with JS Bach; I 
made lifelong friends.”  Leonard add-
ed, “I hope that all students of SFTS 
will experience seminary life as rich 
and life-changing as mine was.  To 
this end, I have served on the Board 
of Trustees and continue to make a 
financial investment in the seminary.  
It is my prayer that we will graduate 
students with a passion for the proc-
lamation of the Gospel and the will-
ingness to give back to the institution 
that has formed them.”
Kay Carney is vice president of communications.
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“Life is 
endlessly 

diverting.” 

—Rev. Jackie 
Leonard
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ALUMNI & FRIENDS

THE 2012 HONOR ROLL OF DONORS

Names with an *  
reflect those that have given  

consecutively for the past 7 fiscal years.

Monthly donors in italics. 

Alaska
The Rev. Daniel C. Ketchum

Arizona
The Rev. Douglas R. Baer  

and Mrs. Carol L. Baer
The Rev. Dr. Lance R. Barker
* The Rev. Robert F.  

and Rev. Bobbye B. Clark
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Paul D. Eppinger
The Rev. Dr. R. S. Haasarud
The Rev. and Mrs. Paul L. Hall
The Rev. and Mrs. Joe O. Hawkins
The Rev. and Mrs. John F. Herman
Mr. and Mrs. Jene H. Jacoby
* Mrs. Arlene Kilgore
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Leonard
Dr. Dorothy Lincoln-Smith  

and Dr. Harvey K. Smith
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Ronald A. Lundeen
The Rev. and Mrs. Paul F. Moser
The Rev. Charles W. Proudfoot
The Rev. and Mrs. James A. Remer
The Rev. Gloria S. Sannermark
* Dr. and Mrs. Wesley Schlotzhauer, Jr.
Ms. Patricia P. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. James Unruh
Mrs. Lou Helen Walker
The Rev. and Mrs. William M. Witt
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Douglas P. Wright

Arkansas
* The Rev. Dr. Jim M. Chaffin
* The Rev. Orin M. Frank
* The Rev. Carlos and Mrs. Sally Lopez

California
Anonymous (4)
Mrs. Janie M. Abbey
Mr. James D. Akins, Jr.
Mrs. Diana L. Aldrich
Mr. Thomas P. Alexander
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Vernon P. Alexander
Ms. Elsa Amboy
Dr. and Mrs. William J. Amend, Jr.
Ms. Mary Elizabeth Andrews
Mr. and Mrs. Willson C. Applegate
The Rev. and Mrs. Charles L. Arnold
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. David E. Baker
Ms. Debra G. Baker
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Donald J. Barnes
* Mr. K. W. Barnet
Dr. and Mrs. Robert M. Barr
Mrs. Katherine Barrass
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Jay R. Bartow
Sara and Bob Bauer
The Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth C. Bealo, Sr.
The Rev. Dr. Bill E. Beck  

and The Rev. Mary B. Beck
* Mr. and Mrs. Donald D. Bell
Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. Berger
The Revs. Elliot and E. Bernadel-Huey
Mr. and Mrs. Mervin J. Bernier
* Mr. and Mrs. Mark Bewsher
Ms. Jerilynn I. Blackstone
Mr. and Mrs. Neil G. Blank
The Rev. Jean W. Boal and Mr. Jeff Boal
The Rev. John E. Bond  

and The Rev. Diana Hopkins
The Rev. Sandra L. Borror  

and Mr. William F. Borror
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Bos
Mrs. Margaret E. Botka
Mrs. Margaret C. Boyd
Dr. H. Lois Brainard
Mrs. Barbara Brenner-Buder
The Rev. Dr. Daphyne K. Brown
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Raymond K. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Norman L. Bryan

Ms. Marcia E. Burkart
Mrs. Beverly Burke
The Rev. and Mrs. David R. Burnight
Ms. Barbara Joyce Byers
Mrs. Sarah Campbell
The Rev. Raymond N. Capper  

and Mrs. Janet B. Capper
The Rev. Lorenzo Carlisle
The Rev. Barry F. Cavaghan  

and Mrs. Peggy J. Cavaghan
Mr. and Mrs. Russell L. Cayler
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

John R. Chandler
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Marvin L. Chaney
Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Chang
* Mrs. June Childers
* The Rev. and Mrs. Richard S. Chiolis
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. Chitiea
Mr. Wayne Chittenden
Dr. Nam Jin Choi
Mr. Buddy Tate Choy  

and Dr. Jeanne Choy Tate
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Virstan B. Choy
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Christie
The Rev. and Mrs. Harry J. Chuck
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Churchill
The Rev. Scott Clark
* Mr. Vern A. Clark
Ms. Bonnie Cobb
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. J. B. Coleman
Ms. Kathryn S. Coll
Mr. and Mrs. Tyrone Collins
The Rev. and Mrs. John E. Converse
* Drs. Robert and Mary Coote
Mrs. Nancy and Mr. Rus Corran
Ms. Wendy Craft
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

John P. Crossley, Jr.
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Arthur E. Crouch, Jr.
The Rev. and Mrs. Robert A. Crouch
* Mrs. Isabel R. Curry
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Walter T. Davis, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Davis
Dr. and Mrs. John F. Dean

San Francisco Theological Seminary acknowledges with sincere appreciation the generous gifts  
that were received during the 2012 Fiscal Year: July 1, 2011–June 30, 2012
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The Rev. and Mrs. Gary W. Demarest
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. DeMund
* Mrs. Sheila Denton  

and Mr. Paul C. Kinunen
Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Dill
* Mrs. Janet W. Doak
The Rev. Gail C. Doering  

and Mr. David H. Doering
* Dr. and Mrs. John A. Dolan
Mrs. Judith T. Donovan
*Dorf Family Foundation  

and Rev. Joy and Mr. Richard Dorf
* Mrs. Mary Lou Dorking
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Dornsife
Mr. and Mrs. Dan P. Dougherty
Prof. Joseph D. Driskill  

and Dr. Leslie J. Bryant
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey E. Dunn
The Rev. Dr. Mark A.  

and Mrs. Agnes W. Duntley
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen R. Dybsky
* Dr. John C. Eckels
* The Rev. and Mrs.  

LeRoy O. Egenberger
The Revs. Beverly Ann  

and L. William Eichhorn
* Mrs. Lucinda. Elgin
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Jerry G. Elliott
Ms. Birgitta Ellis
The Rev. Dr. James G. Emerson, Jr.
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Donald V. Emmel
Mr. and Mrs. Roy L. Epperson
The Rev. Xose Escamilla
Mrs. Heidi M Kieler  

and Mr. Jeffrey D Ferguson
The Rev. and Mrs. L. Paul Fiedler
The Rev. C. G. Fitzgerald
Ms. Marion Fitzgerald
The Rev. Dora O. Ford
Mrs. Nancy T. Ford
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Ford
The Rev. Christine  

and Mr. Bond Francisco
The Rev. Dr. Bryan J. Franzen
Mrs. Patricia H. Freeman  

and Mr. Wendell B. Freeman
Mr. and Mrs. Sam S. Gallinger
The Rev. Laurie J. Garrett-Cobbina  

and Mr. Michael Cobbina
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Garvey
* Mr. and Mrs. Paul Gee
* Ms. Sue G. Gibbons
Mr. and Mrs. Guy G. Gibson
Mr. and Mrs. John Girton
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Goodall
Ms. Mary M. Grafflin

Ms. Alice L. Graham
Mr. and Mrs. Carl L. Grant
Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Gray
* Mrs. Martha R. Green
* Mr. and Mrs. William B. Greenwood
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Donald L. Griggs
The Rev. Jo Vaughn Gross  

and Dr. H. Phil Gross
Ms. Anne E. Grycz
The Rev. Dr. John S. Hadsell
Mr. and Mrs. James Hagan
The Rev. Daniella Hamilton
The Rev. Dr. Samuel  

and The Rev. Terry Hamilton-Poore
Mr. Bo H. Han
Mr. James Harberson
* Mr. and Mrs. J. Stanley Hargleroad
Mrs. Hazel M. Harken
Ms. Gillian Harris
The Rev. R. John and Coventry Harris
* Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Harris
The Rev. and Mrs. Earle R. Harvey, Jr.
Ms. Heather Harwell
The Rev. Daniel L. Hatch
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Hatchett
Mr. and Mrs. Larry P. Haydon
The Rev. and Mrs. Richard B. Hayward
Mr. and Mrs. Randolph Heartfield
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Ray W. Heer
Dr. and Mrs. Richard P. Henke
Mr. James Henry, Sr.
The Rev. and Mrs. George E. Herbert
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Herndon
* Mr. and Mrs. H. Frederick Heuser
Mrs. Ruth L. Hiersemann
* Ms. Luella Bell Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Monte B. Hill
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard W. Hindman, M.D.
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Gary R. Hindman
Mr. Stephen Hitchcock
Dr. and Mrs. Cecil E. Hoffman, Jr.
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Wayne W. Hoffmann
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Hokenstad
Mrs. Jean Holm
* Mr. and Mrs. Kevin K. Holsinger
Ms. Ethel Hopkins
Mr. Robert J. Houston
The Rev. Carol M. Hovis
Ms. Maria A. Howard
The Rev. Marjorie Hoyer-Smith
* The Rev. James C. Huffstutler
Mr. Michael F. Hughes
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Roger B. Hull
The Rev. and Mrs.  

William R. Hutchinson
The Rev. and Mrs. Travis L. Hyatt

Dr. Robert Hymers
Mr. and Mrs. Tucker Ingham
Dr. Virginia Jackson
Ms. Shirley Jeffrey
Mr. and Mrs. Morris C. Jewell
Mr. and Mrs. George A. Johnson
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Paul W. Johnson
The Rev. Thomas F. Johnson
The Rev. and Mrs. Walter E. Johnson
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

William N. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Johnston
Mrs. Elizabeth W. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Jones
* The Rev. and Mrs. Harold Jow
The Rev. Christine R. Justice
The Rev. Dr. Young Chang Kahng
The Rev. and Mrs. Joseph Kang
Ms. Sally Karste
The Rev. Dr. and The Rev.  

Mas Kawashima
Mr. and Mrs. Earl E. Kehret
The Rev. Susan K. Kemper
The Rev. Jeannie Y. Kim
Mr. and Mrs. Paul S. Kim
* Mrs. Lester E. Kim
Elder Sang Wha Kim
Mr. and Mrs. Leon King
The Rev. Karen L. Kiser
Mr. George and Mrs. Barbara Klein
* Dr. J. Stewart Kreiss
Mr. Hideki Kumagai
The Rev. Yasuhiko R. Kuyama
Mrs. Barbara A. Kvam
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John N. Langfitt
* Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lawler
The Rev. Jong Il Lee
The Rev. Joseph S. L. Lee  

and Mrs. Irene Yang
* Dr. Elizabeth Liebert
Mrs. Audrey B. Lightbody
Mrs. Dixie J. Lind
Mrs. Carol E. Link
* The Rev. and Mrs. Walter R. Link
Mr. Herbert Linville
Mrs. Cecile Litherland
Mrs. Margaret W. Little
Dr. and Mrs. Peter B. Lo
Mrs. Jacquelin Lyman
The Rev. Flora H. MacKenzie
Fr. Dr. and Mrs. Charles E. Maier
Ms. Josephine M. Mann
The Rev. and Mrs. Frank R. Marshall
* The Rev. Ann M. Martel
* Mr. and Mrs. Ross Matthews
Ms. Sara Knowles  

and Ms. Elizabeth McCord
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* Ms. Elizabeth Ann McDonald
The Rev. Dr. James  

and Rev. Dr. Elizabeth McDonald
Ms. Carolyn McGregor
The Revs. Robert A. McKenzie  

and Marilyn Chilcote
Dr. and Mrs. Phillip B. McKinley
The Rev. Melinda V. McLain
* The Rev. Roberta H. McReynolds  

and The Rev. Harold L. Rucker
* Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. McRostie
Ms. Marie Melrose
Ms. Marty Melville
Mrs. Betty M. Menist
Mr. Robert S. Meyers
Ms. SoRan Min
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Charles R. Mitchell
The Rev. Aimee Moiso
Ms. Anne M. Molteni
* The Rev. Mark T. Moon
Ms. Mary L. Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Morris
* Mrs. Jean M. Mudge
The Rev. John O. Najarian, Jr.  

and The Daisy Najarian Fund
* The Rev. Harriet and Mr. John Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Nelson
Mr. Andrew P. Ng
* The Rev. and Mrs. James L. Nielsen
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. James A. Noel, Jr.
The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth  

and Mr. John Nordquist
Mrs. Esther Oleari

* The Rev. and Mrs. Alan H. Olson
The Rev. Dr. Judith E. O’Neill  

and the Rev. Dr. F. P. Sabey
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Peter I. Ota
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. No Soo Pak
* The Rev. and Mrs. William R. Parry
Mr. Eric and Mrs. Laura Patterson
* Joe and Pat Paulucci
* The Rev. and Mrs. Richard G. Pearson
Ms. Patricia Perry and Mr. Mike Stone
* Mr. and Mrs. James L. Peterson
Mrs. Olwen W. Peterson
Mr. Larry Pickard
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Pope
The Rev. Linda Powers
Mrs. Kathryn M. Pratt
Mrs. Mary D. Pryor
The Elizabeth and Hugh J. Ralston  

Charitable Fund
The Rev. Ellen and Mr.  

Newlin Rankin
* Mrs. Lynne Reade
The Rev. Dr. Deana J. Reed
Mr. Thomas H. Reid
Dr. Benjamin A. Reist
The Rev. Mary F. Remy
Mrs. Katherine Reyes
* Mr. and Mrs. John J. Reynolds
Mrs. Nancy L. Rice
Mr. Thomas E. Rickert
* Mr. and Mrs. Ralph L. Riggs
The Rev. Norman P. Roadarmel
Dr. Carol S. Robb
The Hon. Earldean V.S. Robbins

The Rev. Samuel Roberts
* Mr. and Mrs. James V. Robertson
Mr. Rae R. Wilken  

and Mrs. Merilie Robertson 
Ms. Jillian Robinson
* The Rev. and Mrs. H. Norman Roddick
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Rodgers
The Rev. and Mrs. Lewis W. Rooker
The Rev. Dr. Deetje Poppi and the Rev. 

Agustinus Rotinsulu-Tiwa
The Rev. Dr. Basil G. Royston
The Rev. Katherine J. Runyeon
Mr. A. Donald Ruygrok
The Ellen and Robert F. Sawyer Fund
Ms. Wanda L. Sawyers
* Ms. Ellen N. Schillig
* Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Schlobohm
The Rev. Theodore H. Scott
* Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Seeba
* Dr. and Mrs. Robert N. Shaffer
Ms. Laverda L. Shaver
Ms. Susan Shay
The Rev. and Mrs. Robert E. Sherwood
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. James P. Shum
Ms. Pat Shumard
* Mrs. Jeanne P. Siegel
Mr. John Simpson
* Mr. and Mrs. John W. Simpson
Mrs. Dorothy P. Sloan
Mr. Edward A. and Mrs. Jean E. Smart 
Ms. Elaine G. Smith
Mrs. Kathryn K. Smith
* The William H. Cilker Family 

Foundation and the  
Rev. and Mrs. Kenton W. Smith

Mrs. Marilyn A. Smith
* Mrs. Rosemary H. Smith
The Rev. and Mrs. William A. Soldwisch
Dr. Melchizedek M. Solis  

and Mrs. Mytya L. Solis
* Mr. and Mrs. Will L. Spence
The Rev. Sharon G. Stanley
The Marion and Emmett Stanton  

Family Fund
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. H. W. Stevens
The Rev. and Mrs. John G. Stevens
* Ms. Betty E. Stott
The Rev. Barbara Stout
Mr. and Mrs. John Stratford
The Rev. and Mrs. Lloyd J. Strehl
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. R. Scott Sullender
* Mrs. Marion Swarthout
Mr. and Mrs. Scott W. Syme
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. James E. Symons
* The Rev. Dr. Heihachiro Takarabe
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Mikel B. Taxer

Scott Clark
Rev. Scott Clark’s connection to SFTS 
is multifaceted. He earned his Master of 
Divinity from SFTS in 2009, then served as 
program manager for the Program in Chris-
tian Spirituality. In 2011, he began serving 
as chaplain and associate dean of student 
life. Before attending seminary, Clark prac-
ticed law, and it is his organizational skills, 
work ethic and integrity that make him 
perfectly suited for the dual role in which 

he now serves. “When I started giving to the seminary as an alum, it was 
mainly an expression of gratitude to SFTS,” Clark said. “Now, in my 
current job, I have the added blessing of being able to see firsthand the 
remarkable ways the Holy Spirit is moving in and through our students.”  
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The Rev. Dr. Martha Taylor
The Rev. Dr. Neil G. Thomas
Ms. Holly Thompson
Dr. Nancy G. Thomson
* The Rev. Mary Lynn Tobin  

and Dr. David C. Campbell
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Chester L. 

Tolson
* Dr. and Mrs. Royce Truex
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Turner
* Mr. and Mrs. William H. Turnquist
Mrs. Marjorie S. Tweedie
The Rev. and Mrs. Gregory D. Vacca
The Rev. and Mrs. Bradley Van Sant
The Rev. Lynne D. Vandercook
Ms. Holly L. Vecchio
The Rev. Leslie Veen
* The Rev. Margaret J. Veneman
The Rev. and Mrs. Lawrence C. Vilardo
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Herman C. Waetjen
Mrs. Almarine E. Walker
The Rev. and Mrs. David Wang
* The Revs. David D.  

and Wendy G. Warner
Mr. and Mrs. Kay E. Warren
The Rev. Susan V. Wells
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Wells
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Wenke
Mr. and Mrs. Harold B. Wessels
The Rev. and Mrs. Jon S. West
* Dr. Joan R. Wheelwright
Ms. Cecilia White
The Rev. and Mrs. Daniel R. White, Sr.
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Peter E. Whitelock
Ms. Mardys Whiteman
The Rev. Dale C. Whitney, Jr.
Ms. Eleanor M. Whitney
The Rev. Dr. Joanne Whitt   

and Mr. David P. Buechner
The Rev. Dr. Nancy S. Wiens
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Wiens
The Rev. Melville F. Willard
Ms. Marilyn Williams
* The Rev. and Mrs. Robert E. Williams
The Rev. and Mrs. John A. Wilson
Dr. Hugh B. Wire  

and Dr. Antoinette C. Wire
The Rev. Dr. Steven E. Wirth  

and Mrs. Katharin E. Rundus
Mrs. Isabel D. Woodford
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Woollett
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth C. Working
Ms. Lorna J. Wuertz
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Richard E. Wylie
The Rev. and Mrs. Ian F. Young
The Rev. James E. Zeek

Colorado
The Rev. and Mrs. Jesse Brown, Jr.
The Rev. Sylvia G. Edwards
Robert and Carolyn Hampel
* Mr. and Mrs. James Johnson
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. J. Patrick Jordan
Mrs. Ann Kirkpatrick
The Revs. David F.  

and Cheryl K. D. Lamb
Dr. John A. Lee
Mr. Stewart E. Machle
The Rev. Ivan R. Rymes
The Rev. Dr. Albert W. Scarffe
Mr. Mark Shaw
The Rev. and Mrs. Sidney D. Skirvin
Mrs. Sally and Mr. Bill Thomas
The Rev. Dr. B. Clarke and Patricia Vestal
Mr. Christopher R. Ward  

and Ms. Peggy Anderson

Connecticut
* Mr. and Mrs. Arthur F. Draper, Jr.
Ms. Shirley S. Dudley
The Rev. Dr. Holger O. Lundin
The Rev. Marilyn McNaughton  

and Mr. Martin D. Legg
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. David D. Young

Delaware
The Revs. Dianne and Frank S. Deming
Mrs. Anita S. Johnson

District of Columbia
Ms. Ruth E. McDonald

Florida
* The Rev. Julian Alexander
The Rev. Dr. H. D. Crockett
* The Rev. Marilyn H. Cummings  

and The Rev. James M. Cummings
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. G. R. Doerbaum
* Dr. and Mrs. Jack E. Dorsey
* Dr. and Mrs. Richard Erikson
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Dale L. Heaton
* The Rev. Dr. Rebecca  

and Mr. James Langer
The Rev. Jeanne Miller-Clark
The Rev. Harvey J. C. Oster III
The Rev. Dr. John F. Payne
The Rev. and Mrs. John F. Seibert
Dr. Anna M. Wright

Georgia
Mrs. Florida Ellis
Dr. and Mrs. William W. Oliver, Jr.

Hawaii
* Mr. and Mrs. Thomas K. F. Chow

The Rev. Dr. Kimberly  
and Mr. Gary Fong

* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  
Gerald G. Gifford II

The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Grant S. C. Lee
The Rev. Caroline C. Miura
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Okamura
The Rev. Dr. Steven Sturm
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Richard S. Walenta
* Mr. and Mrs. James E. Young

Idaho
Anonymous (1)
The Rev. and Mrs. David R. Carlson
* The Rev. and Mrs. John W. Pickrell
* Mrs. Ruth W. Solomon

Illinois
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. William H. Brauer
* The Rev. Barbara  

and Mr. David Carmichael
Mr. Ernest E. Fricke
* Mrs. Doreen C. Hagerty
The Rev. Mary Kay Henson
The Rev. and Mrs. Leland B. Issleib
Dr. Virginia W. Landgraf
The Revs. David and Joan Marshall
The Rev. Mark S. Merrill
The Rev. and Mrs. Donald B. Register
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

William G. Schlobohm
The Rev. and Mrs. Donald L. Simmonds
The Rev. and Mrs. Russ Skorburg
The Rev. and Mrs. Eric J. Snyder
* Dr. Jacqueline L. White

Indiana
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Barnes Davies
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Ralph D. Mitchell
The Rev. Susan E. O’Shaughnessy
The Rev. Daniel P. Schrock

Iowa
The Rev. Susan M. Barnes  

and Mr. Michael L. Ferguson
Mr. Jack G. Depond
The Rev. Dr. Robert P. Hoch
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

R. Dixon Jennings
The Rev. Dr. Dale A. Patrick  

and Dr. Mary W. Patrick
The Rev. Dr. Lynn M. Williams  

and Mrs. Lois C. Williams

Kansas
Ms. Christie M. Benson
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The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Cobb
The Revs. Homer and Joyce Daniel
The Rev. and Mrs. Robert H. Frasier
Mrs. Mary E. Johnson
* The Rev. and Mrs. William L. Mulford
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Patton
Ms. Harriet C. Prichard
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Norman Simmons
* The Rev. Dr. William M. Walter
Dr. and Mrs. George R. White

Kentucky
Dr. Glendon C. Coppick
The Rev. Ann J. Deibert
The Rev. R. Howard McCuen, Jr.
The Rev. Jerry L. Van Marter  

and Ms. Eva G. Stimson

Maine
The Rev. and Mrs. Richard L. Waddell, Jr.

Maryland
The Rev. John E. Brown Ph.D.
Mrs. Dale Coddington
Mr. and Mrs. George Hipkins III
The Rev. Oscar T. Miles, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William N. Parham Jr.
* Dr. Herbert D. Valentine

Massachusetts
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Fisher

Michigan
The Rev. Dr. George W. Baird
The Rev. Benjamin M. Baldus

The Rev. Dr. Donald P. Buteyn
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Case
Dr. William F. W. Davis  

and The Rev. Roxie Davis
Dr. and Mrs. Harry W. Eberts, Jr.
The Rev. Margaret A. Fox
Dr. and Mrs. William G. Gepford
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Johnson
Ms. Sue Leong
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. David T. Mair
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce C. Moyer
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Donald L. Muench
The Rev. Sandra K. Murray
The Rev. and Mrs. Robert C. Orr
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Laird J. Stuart
The Rev. Kathryn  

and Mr. Thomas Thoresen
Dr. Leanne Van Dyk
* The Rev. Marilyn Wells

Minnesota
The Rev. Joan B. Beebe  

and The Rev. Frederick J. Beebe
Ms. Althera A. Bergren
Mrs. Pat Carlson
The Rev. and Mrs. Roger E. Grussing
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Richard H. Headen
The Rev. and Mrs. Richard A. James
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Koenig
The Rev. Robert C. Light  

and Mrs. Patricia A. Light
The Revs. William and Ethel Livingston

The Rev. and Mrs. John M. MacFarlane
The Rev. and Mrs. Harry Maghakian
The Revs. Kristin and Deris L. Rice
The Severson Family Fund  

of the Saint Paul Foundation
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Willis
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Dale R. Wordelman

Missouri
The Rev. William T. Charlton
The Rev. and Mrs. Roland L. Jennings
The Rev. John F. Nipper
The Rev. Craig N. Palmer 

 and Ms. Linda J. Johnson
* Dr. and Mrs. Clarence R. Tucker

Montana
Ms. Virginia L. Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Browne Barr
Ms. Barbara J. Gulick
Dr. and Mrs. Don W. Hamilton
The Rev. Douglas L. Johnson
The Rev. and Mrs. Timothy C. Lanham
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Frank L. Matule

Nebraska
The Rev. and Mrs. John H. Besancon
The Rev. Elaine J. Besthorn
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. J. K. Cook
The Rev. and Mrs. Roy F. Fox
The Rev. William G. Nottage-Tacey
The Rev. D. Gregory Reid
* Ms. Dorothy G. Richmond

Nevada
Mrs. Mary J. Barrett
* Mrs. Kim Bolin
The Rev. Joyce A. Butcher
* The Rev. Jackie L. Leonard
* Mrs. Mary D. Marlow
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Marcus A. Mihail
* Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Moss
The Rev. Dr. James A. Reid, Sr.

New Hampshire
The Rev. Jolie A. Hughes

New Jersey
The Rev. and Mrs. John E. Arnedt
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Charles L. Bartow
The Rev. Dr. George M. Furniss  

and Rev. Sandy Larson
* The Rev. and Mrs. David J. Krotchko
The Rev. Carolyn D. Nicholson
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Neal D. Presa
* Dr. Donald P. Smith 

 and Mrs. Verna G. Smith

Jillian Robinson
Jillian Robinson, president of the SFTS 
Auxiliary, grew up Presbyterian, attended 
Presbyterian-affiliated College of Wooster 
and has been a member of Sleepy Hollow 
Presbyterian Church in San Anselmo, Ca-
lif., for more than 20 years. She’s served on 
numerous committees for the Presbytery 
of the Redwoods, but her passion is prepa-
ration for ministry. In her role as Auxiliary 
president, Robinson helps connect the 
outside world to SFTS students. She’s 

also an annual donor. “If everyone puts a little in the pot then you get 
strength in numbers,” she said. “I believe in lifelong learning. Since this 
seminary is in my backyard, I want to support it in all the ways I can.”
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New Mexico
The Rev. Chad E. Boliek
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Hugh Burroughs
* The Rev. and Mrs. Earl S. Harvey
* Mrs. Carol B. Holland
* Mr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Rhoades
The Rev. and Mrs. John E. Snider
* The Rev. Dr. John K. Tritenbach

New York
* Mrs. Amy N. Akaishi
The Rev. Susan Alloway
The Rev. and Mrs. Earl B. Arnold
Mr. Chester Chang
The Revs. Susan Marie  

and Robert Benjamin Goodin
Dr. James Hamilton
The Rev. and Mrs. Eddie J. Jusino, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. K. K. Kuriakose
The Rev. Alexandra S. Lusak
Ms. Ann D. Mallin
The Rev. Martha R. Montovani
The Rev. James N. Newman
The Rev. Dr. David  

and Mrs. Naomi Persons
The Rev. Dr. Kenneth J. Thomas  

and The Rev. Margaret O. Thomas

North Carolina
* The Rev. Dr. A. W. Benson  

and Dr. Arlene G. Taylor
The Rev. and Mrs. Joseph J. Blankinship
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Luther G. Brewer
The Rev. Dr. Philip W. Dunford
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Gordon C. Goodgame
The Rev. and Mrs. Donald R. Jafvert
The Rev. Dr. Richard A. K. Miles
The Rev. Dr. Flem B. Otey
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Parker
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Homer T. 

Rickabaugh

Ohio
Mr. Gary L. Anderson  

and Mrs. Ruth A. Anderson
* Mrs. Mary H. Baird
* The Rev. Dr. Barratt R. Banta
Dr. John B. Casterline
Dr. Kathleen D. Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Peter R. del Nagro
The Rev. Dr. Steve Gorman and  

The Rev. Dr. Lucinda Warner Gorman
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Sydney V. Jackson
* The Rev. Johnny Merritt
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Keith D. Myers
The Rev. Dr. Gary L. Olin

The Rev. Charlsie Ramsey
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Schmitkons
Dr. and Mrs. Donald W. Shilling
The Rev. Robert J. Thomas  

and Mrs. Evelynn E. Thomas
The Rev. Derrick L. Weston

Oklahoma
The Rev. Dr. Michael D. Anderson
The Rev. Cheryl Finch
* Dr. and Mrs. J. R. Hershberger
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Steven M. Marsh
The Rev. Dr. Thomas Murray  

and Mrs. Marilyn Murray
Dr. and Mrs. Donald E. Roulet

Oregon
The Rev. Marilyn K. Allen
Ms. Mary Louise Bartlett
* Mrs. Martha E. Beck
Ms. Eleanor R. Brauner
Ms. Dana L. Brown
* Dr. and Mrs. James M. Brown
The Rev. and Mrs. Duncan C. Cameron
Mr. and Mrs. Davison Castles
* The Rev. Albert J. Chan
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Jay Dee Conrad
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. William C. Dixon
Dr. Allen L. Dobbins
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

John C. Evans, Jr.
The Rev. and Mrs. Charles F. Falconer
The Rev. and Mrs. Norman F. Few
The Rev. and Mrs. James P. Freda, Jr.
* The Rev. Elmer R. Frimoth
The Rev. and Mr. Gebetsberger
The Revs. Robert and Mary Gillespie
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Weston D. Gray
The Rev. and Mr. Robert M. Greene
The Revs. Christopher and Susan Grewe
Mr. Robert C. Groves
The Revs. Carolyn and David Hampton
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Jack P. Hansen
Ms. Joanna S. Hart Jacobs
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Barry B. Heath
The Rev. and Mrs. Jack D. Hodges
Ms. Nancy Johns
* The Rev. Mary Virginia G. Johnston
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

James Bradford Kent
Mr. and Mrs. Wilmar Kohne
Ms. Ardath E. Lilleland
* The Rev. and Mrs. Philip U. Martin
The Rev. Dr. Pamela H. Miles
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. James C. Moiso
The Rev. Elizabeth Neel
The Rev. Dr. Richard C. Neese

The Rev. Carlos E. Nunez  
and Mrs. Suzy Ocampo

* The Rev. and Mrs. Rex C. Parker
The Rev. and Mrs. George D. Parsons
The Rev. and Mrs. Robert J. Perdue
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. James C. Petersen
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Ramsey
The Rev. Dr. Earl W. Riddle
Ms. Eleanor Rieben
* The Rev. Lucille L. Rieben
Mrs. LaVae Robertson
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Ross Robson
Sr. Loretta A. Schaff
Ms. Martha H. Shonkwiler
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Sidney G. Sowers, Jr.
The Rev. Lorraine and Mr. David Stuart
The Revs. Steven and Linda Toth
* The Peter and Ann van Bever  

Charitable Fund
The Rev. and Mrs.  

Kris M. Voss-Rothmeier
The Rev. Dr. John A. Waide
The Rev. Kathleen J. Waugh
Mrs. M. Jenelyn Wessler
* Mr. and Mrs. Dale E. Wilkins
Mr. Charles W. Wilson

Pennsylvania
* The Rev. and Mrs. Richard K. Baker
The Rev. Dr. Carol S. Brown
The Rev. James D. Brown
The Rev. Dr. Robert W. Cahn
Mrs. Patricia M. Colson
The Rev. Cynthia and Mr. Kent Fillmore
* Mr. Robert H.  

and Mrs. Heather F. Fleck
Ms. Renee S. Ingenito
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Thomas M. Johnston, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Frank R. Keller
Dr. and Mrs. Harold E. Posey
The Rev. Dr. Jean M. Richardson
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John K. Sharp
The Rev. Dr. Stephen  

and Rev. Cynthia Simmons
The Rev. and Mrs. Gerard H. Weiss
The Revs. Mary Louise  

and Michael Scott Wilson

Rhode Island
The Rev. Christine J. Foster  

and Dr. Andrew D. Foster

South Carolina
The Rev. and Mrs. George W. Day
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Thomas S. Glenn
* Ms. Judith R. Gritzmacher
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The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  
Martin L. Harkey, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. L J. Taylor

South Dakota
The Rev. Elizabeth Vivian Kelsey  

and Mr. George Engelmann
Mrs. Mary R. McGee

Tennessee
Mrs. Sara B. Barrios
Mr. James D. Pearson

Texas
Dr. and Mrs. Robert R. Ball
Mrs. Rosario de Lugo Batlle  

and Mr. Roger A. Batlle
The Rev. Christa Brewer
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Frederick W. Cassell
Dr. and Mrs. Fred L. Christen
Mr. and Mrs. Mario M. Coll III
* The Rev. and Mrs. Peter D. Crouch
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Milbrew Davis
The Rev. and Mrs. Wayne C. Eberly
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Hollas
The Rev. Nan I. Jenkins
* Mr. and Mrs. Everett A. Marley, Jr.
The Rev. Dr. Carl W. McCauley
Dr. George B. McDill
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Malcolm L. McQueen
The Rev. Martin P. Miller-Hessel  

and Mrs. Pamela A. Miller-Hessel

The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Paul S. Nazarian
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Ng
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Northcutt
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

John C. Russell, Jr.
Mr. Richard B. and Mrs.  

Marguerite D. Scott-Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory S. Smith
* The Rev. and Mrs. David L. Tritenbach
Ms. Catherine M. White

Utah
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Robert H. Rigstad

Virginia
Mr. Adlai J. Amor
The Rev. Valena and Mr. James Hoy
* The Rev. and Mrs. William D. Russell
The Rev. Betty J. Young  

and Mr. Phil H. Young

Washington
The Rev. and Mrs. William B. Ailes
Ms. Inez D. Allan
The Rev. Dr. Darrel E. Berg
The Rev. Dr. Glenn C. Carlson
The Rev. Ralph C. Carr  

and Mrs. Joyce Carr
The Rev. and Mrs. James E. Caulkins
Mrs. Virginia D. Chappelle
Dr. and Mrs. James A. Cochran
Mr. and Mrs. Ethan Crawford
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. James T. Elliott

The Revs. David Charles  
and Joyce M. Emery

The Rev. and Mrs. Edward H. Fackler
Mrs. Marjorie G. Garland
Mr. J. Weaver Hess
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John A. Hubbard
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Paul E. Jensen
The Rev. Dr. Jean S. Kim
Mr. Tim Byong-Rae Kim  

and Mrs. Ramee Kim
* The Rev. and Mrs. Charles L. Klaudt
The Rev. and Mrs. Richard W. Klein
* The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. W. D. Klingler
* Mrs. Merilyn S. Kraftenberg
The Rev. and Mrs. Young Ko Kwon
The Rev. and Mrs. Lawrence P. Lake
The Rev. and Mrs. Richard B. Lawson
Mr. and Mrs. Erick M. Leithe, Jr.
* Mr. and Mrs. William A. Longbrake
The Rev. and Mrs. Darrell D. Lynn
Mr. Robert S. MacFarlane
* Mrs. Sally S. Mackey
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Gerald W. Montgomery
The Rev. and Mrs. Bruce B. Mudge
Mr. Vince Herberholt  

and Mrs. Catherine L Murray
The Rev. Richard Nordgren  

and Ms. Fenya Kashergen
The Rev. Dr. Lawrence Dale Pennings
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Raymond L. Riese
* The Rev. and Mrs.  

Kenneth D. Robinson
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Ervin G. Roorda
The Rev. J. S. Schaefer  

and Mrs. Rebecca R. Schaefer
The Rev. and Mrs. Charles P. Schiller
The Rev. John F. Shaw  

and Mrs. Julia P. Shaw
The Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth W. Smith
* Mr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Stockdale
* The Rev. Dr. Allan H. Swan
* The Rev. and Mrs. J. Graley Taylor
The Rev. Dr. Margery Williams Terpstra
The Rev. Thomas J. Tweedie
The Rev. and Mrs. Nicholas D. Valadez
The Rev. and Mrs. Mark A. Wheeler
The Rev. L. John and Martha Worcester
The Rev. John V. Worthington
* Mr. and Mrs. C. Edward Zeiger

West Virginia
The Rev. Rebecca S. Ritchey

Wisconsin
* Mrs. Margaret Birchler

Peter van Bever
Peter van Bever loves to sing. Retired from 
mortgage banking, he sings in the choir 
at First Presbyterian Church in Portland, 
Ore., and is on the Portland Opera board. 
As an eight-year member of the SFTS 
Board of Trustees, now serving as chair, 
van Bever also sings the praises of the only 
Presbyterian seminary in the West and 
supports it as a monthly donor. “I believe 
in and value the theological education 
SFTS provides its students,” van Bever 

said. “I chose to donate using the monthly automatic credit card charge 
because it's easy, automatic and painless. I wish more would choose this 
option.” Among the many ways van Bever continues to support SFTS 
is serving on the new Strategic Planning Council.
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* The Rev. and Mrs. Paul E. Bodine
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Barry C. Boyer
The Rev. Dr. Jean L. Daugherty
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

H. William Dummer
Dr. Alexandra Guliano
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Hunt
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Marwood E. Rettig
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Rumpf
The Rev. and Mrs.  

Theodore C. Sperduto II

Wyoming
Mrs. Claudia P. Fisher
The Rev. Dr. Robert G. Walkley  

and Mrs. Lorna P. Walkley

International

Australia
The Rev. Dr. Colin R. Ford
The Rev. Dr. William H. Ives
The Rev. Dr. Lewis Romney

Germany
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Herbert A. Neie

Hong Kong
Ms. Isabella Liu

Nicaragua
The Rev. Dr. Jerjes P. Ruiz

Scotland
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

George D. W. Grubb

South Korea
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Chang-Bok Chung

United Kingdom
The Rev. and Mrs. Lloyd D. Auchard

PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS
The Seminary wishes to thank all Partner Congregations, Church Organizations, Foundations 
and Corporations for their generous support during the 2012 fiscal year, July 1, 2011-June 30, 
2012. We are also very appreciative of the congregations that support the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A) Theological Fund. The congregations listed below provided direct support to SFTS.

Names with an * reflect those that have given  
consecutively for the past 7 fiscal years.

California
 Centerpointe Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Women, 

Pleasanton
 Fremont Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Women, 

Sacramento
 St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Women, 

Newport Beach
 Bethany Presbyterian Women’s Association, Sacramento
 Broadmoor Presbyterian Church, Daly City
 Broadmoor Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Women,  

Daly City
 Calvary Presbyterian Church, Berkeley
* Calvary Presbyterian Church, San Francisco
 Calvary Presbyterian Church, Lydia Circle, San Francisco
* Calvary Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Women, Berkeley
 Carmichael Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Women
 Celtic Cross Presbyterian Church, Citrus Heights
 Centerpointe Presbyterian Church, Pleasanton
* Chinese Congregation Church UCC, San Francisco
 College Access Foundation of California, San Francisco

 Community United Presbyterian Church, Los Angeles
* Covenant Presbyterian Church, Los Angeles
 Dornsife Family Foundation, San Ramon
* Faith Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Women, Rohnert Park
 Faith United Presbyterian Church, Rohnert Park
* First Presbyterian Church, Berkeley
 First Presbyterian Church, Fort Bragg
 First Presbyterian Church, Hemet
 First Presbyterian Church, Livermore
 First Presbyterian Church, Palo Alto
 First Presbyterian Church, San Bernardino
 First Presbyterian Church, San Leandro
* First Presbyterian Church, San Rafael
* First Presbyterian Church of Burlingame
 First Presbyterian Church of Inglewood
 First Presbyterian Church of Napa
* First Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Women, Fort Bragg
* First Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Women, Hemet
* First Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Women, Napa
 Grace First Presbyterian Church, Long Beach
 Grace Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Women, Walnut Creek
 Immanuel Presbyterian Church, Los Angeles
 Knox Presbyterian Church, Santa Rosa
 Knox Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Women, Santa Rosa
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 Korean Presbyterian Church of South Bay, Gardena
* Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church
* Montclair Presbyterian Church, Oakland
 Monte Vista Grove Homes, Pasadena
 Morro Bay Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Women
 Novato Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Women
* Presbyterian Church of Novato
* Presbyterian Church of the Roses, Santa Rosa
* Presbyterian Church of the Roses Women’s Association,  

Santa Rosa
 Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of San Jose
 Presbyterian Women of Sacramento Presbytery
 Presbytery of Sacramento
* Presbytery of San Francisco, Berkeley
 San Marino Community Church
 St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Newport Beach
 St. Mark Presbyterian Church, Newport Beach
 St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, Van Nuys
 Stone Church of Willow Glen, San Jose
 Stone Church of Willow Glen, Presbyterian Women, San Jose
 Valley Presbyterian Church, Portola Valley
 Walnut Creek Presbyterian Church, Women’s Association
 Westminster Presbyterian Church, Los Angeles
* Westminster Presbyterian Church, Sacramento
 Westminster Presbyterian Church of Richardson Bay, Tiburon
 Westminster Presbyterian, Women’s Association, Sacramento
 William H. Cilker Family Foundation, Mt View

Colorado
* Synod of the Rocky Mountains, Centennial

Iowa
Principal Financial Group Foundation, Inc., Des Moines

Kentucky
* Presbyterian Church (USA), Theological Education Fund, 

Louisville

Minnesota
3M Foundation, Saint Paul

New Jersey
Chevron Matching Grants Program, Princeton
 Northwestern Mutual Foundation, Princeton

New York
Corning Foundation, Corning
First Presbyterian Church, Corning

North Carolina
IBM Matching Grants Program, Research Triangle Park
White Memorial Presbyterian Church, Raleigh

Oregon
* Savage Memorial Presbyterian Church, Portland

Pennsylvania
First Presbyterian Church, Monongahela

Texas
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation, The Woodlands
Brinson Br Enterprises, Inc., The Woodlands

Washington
Stockdale Family Foundation, Tacoma

Calvary Presbyterian 
Church
The partnership between Calvary Presbyterian Church 
and SFTS runs deeply, dating back 141 years when semi-
nary students first began meeting at the church in San 
Francisco. Dr. William Anderson Scott, Calvary’s orga-
nizing pastor in 1854, help found SFTS. Former Calvary 
pastors Rev. Dr. James Emerson and Rev. Dr. Laird Stuart 
served as interim presidents at SFTS. Current Board of 
Trustees member Marion Stanton is a Calvary member. 
In 2012, SFTS was blessed to receive a $25,000 grant 
from Calvary to stage a joint lecture with the church on 
the topic of Faith and Public Life. The lecture will feature 
a keynote speaker whose life has demonstrated different 
ways of uniting faith and service to others. 
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MONTGOMERY SOCIETY
The Montgomery Society recognizes friends and alumni who have named SFTS  
within a planned gift. A donor qualifies for membership through a bequest, a trust or annuity, 
and/or lifetime gifts to the Seminary of $10,000 or more. We honor the faithful support these 
special friends have contributed to the ministry of SFTS.

Anonymous (8) 
Ms. Marguerite F. Abbott
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. George Abdo
Mr. Robert V. Adams
The Rev. Dr. Paul M. Aijian  

and Mrs. Arlys E. Aijian
Mrs. Myrna Allen
Mr. Waldo M. Allen
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Anderson, Jr.
Ms. Laura M. Anderson
Dr. Victor C. Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Willson C. Applegate
Dr. and Mrs. James R. Appleton
Mrs. Everett Armington
The Rev. and Mrs. Lloyd D. Auchard
Mrs. Ruth L. Auld
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Bagdasarian
Mrs. Nita E. Baldwin
The Rev. Dr. Lance R. Barker
Mr. and Mrs. Browne Barr
Ms. Elinor G. Barrows
The Rev. Dr. Bill E. Beck  

and The Rev. Mary B. Beck
Mr. and Mrs. Walter F. Bell Stover
Mrs. Margaret Birchler
Mrs. Elsie F. Bixler
Ms. Jerilynn I. Blackstone
Mrs. Eugene C. Blake
Mrs. Dorothy B. Bowman
Dr. and Mrs. Ernest I. Bradley
Mr. George A.  

and Dr. Barbara H. Brightwell
Mrs. Margaret C. Brown
Mrs. Marguerite Brown
The Rev. Dr. Sandra Brown
Mrs. Marketta Buckler
Dr. Robert Buffum
The Rev. Patricia and Mr. Edward Bulkley
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon W. Buls
Mrs. Esther W. Burcham
The Rev. Dr.  Philip W.  

and  Rev. Janet Butin
The Rev. Dr. Sylvia M. Casberg
Dr. John B. Casterline
The Rev. and Mrs. James E. Caulkins

Ms. Rosalie J. Chan
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John R. Chandler
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Marvin L. Chaney
The Rev. Dr. Jana Lynn Childers
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Virstan B. Choy
Mr. Mark Clark
The Rev. Robert F.  

and The Rev. Bobbye B. Clark
Mrs. Ruth Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Alden W. Clausen
The Rev. Catharine and Mr. John Collette
Mrs. Patricia M. Colson
Ms. Robbin Coons
The Rev. and Mrs. Peter D. Crouch
The Rev. Marilyn H. Cummings  

and The Rev. James M. Cummings
Mr. Arthur V. Davis
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Walter T. Davis, Jr.
The Rev. and Mrs. Gary W. Demarest
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. DeMund
Mrs. Janet W. Doak
Dr. Allen L. Dobbins
Mrs. Judith T. Donovan
The Rev. Joy M. and Mr. Richard C. Dorf
Mrs. Mary Lou Dorking
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Dornsife
Ms. Edith E. Dort
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Drachman, Jr.
Mr. Rudolph W. Driscoll
Mrs. Jeanne Drouin
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Jerry G. Elliott
Ms. Joan E. Ellis
The Rev. Dr. James G. Emerson, Jr.
Mrs. Lucille W. Ennis  

and Mr. Kenneth E. Ennis
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Thomas A. Erickson
Mrs. Colleen T. Evans
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John C. Evans, Jr.
Mrs. Alice C. Fick
Mr. Eugene V. Fife
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip C. Fisher
Mrs. W. Elaine Fisher
Mr. Arthur E. Flegel
Mr. and Dr. Michael C. Fletcher, Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Ford
Mrs. Nancy T. Ford
Dr. Scott A. Ford and Dr. Julie H. Ford
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Foster
Mr. T. J. Foster, Jr.
The Rev. H. D. Fowler
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Frame
Mr. Robert E. France
Mr. Richard E. Freeman
The Rev. Kurt W. Freund
The Rev. Elmer R. Frimoth
The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth A. Frykberg
The Rev. Dr. George M. Furniss  

and Rev. Sandy Larson
Mr. and Mrs. Gary J. Gaetti
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Gerald W. Garvin
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Geary
Dr. and Mrs. Paul H. Gertmenian
Mrs. Alice M. C. Gillespie
Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Gist
Mrs. Edna M. Glasbrenner
The Rev. and Mrs. Robert K. Goodwin
The Rev. Roland Gordon  

and Mrs. Mary Jane Gordon
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen R. Gospe
Mrs. Betty Gouraud
Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Gray
Mrs. Martha R. Green
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Greenwood
Mr. Martin Grubb  

and Mrs. Eileen Grubb
Ms. Velma E. Guy
Mrs. Josephine B. Haas
Ms. Margaret Haas
The Rev. Dr. John S. Hadsell
Mrs. Beatrice J. Haitz
Mr. William O. Hammerbeck
Mr. Robert W. Harris
The Rev. and Mrs. Earle R. Harvey, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Roger W. Hedin
Mr. and Mrs. John Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. Linvill L. Hendrich
Dr. and Mrs. Richard P. Henke
Mr. James Henry, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund R. Hergenrather
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Mr. and Mrs. Philip Herndon
Mr. and Mrs. H. Frederick Heuser
The Rev. John N. Hickox
Mrs. Ruth L. Hiersemann
Mrs. Jane I. Hightower
Mrs. Mary M. Holcomb
Mrs. Fern M. Holden
Mrs. Carol B. Holland
Mrs. Patricia V. Holvick
Mrs. Shirley Huebert
The Rev. James C. Huffstutler
The Rev. Dr. Riley E. Jensen  

and Dr. Pamela G. Kidd
Mrs. Carol L. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. James Johnson
Dr. Ruth E. Johnson
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

William N. Johnson
Mrs. Lillie Jue
The Rev. Dr. Young Chang Kahng
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Keifer
Mrs. Arlene Kilgore
Mr. Hyung Joon Kim  

and Mrs. Eun Ju Choi
Mrs. Pearl Kim
The Rev. Sam Hwan Kim
Dr. Sook Ja C. Kim  

and Mr. Chai Ho Kim
Dr. Young Song Kim
Dr. and Mrs. Larry D. Kistner
Mrs. Grace A. Kliewer
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. W. D. Klingler
Mr. John W. Kluge
The Rev. Dorothy P. Knudson
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Koenig
Mr. and Mrs. Wilmar Kohne
Mr. Otho Koontz
Mr. Robert G. Krollpfeiffer
Mrs. Florence R. Krug
Mrs. Mildred E. Lanford
The Rev. Dr. Rebecca  

and Mr. James Langer
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lawler
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lebre
The Rev. Dr. Warren W. Lee  

and Mrs. Susan Leong
Ms. Barbara B. Leibert
The Rev. Jackie L. Leonard
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Leonard
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Leonard
Ms. Ardath E. Lilleland
Dr. and Mrs. Matthew Lin
Mrs. Dixie J. Lind
Mr. Herbert Linville
Mrs. Margaret W. Little
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Long

Mr. and Mrs. William A. Longbrake
The Rev. Carlos and Mrs. Sally Lopez
Capt. (Ret.) Paul C. Lovelace
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Ronald A. Lundeen
Ms. Florence W. Lusby
Mr. Joseph F. MacHarg
Mr. Alexander L. MacLennan
Ms. Mary B. Macquarrie
Fr. Dr. and Mrs. Charles E. Maier
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Charles Marks
Mr. and Mrs. Everett A. Marley, Jr.
Mrs. Mary D. Marlow
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Steven M. Marsh
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Matthews
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mayer
Dr. and Mrs. Warren C. McClain
Mrs. Helen McClure
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Donald W. McCullough
Mrs. Yvonne McKnight
Mrs. Valorie K. McLaughlin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. McMillian
Mr. and Mrs. Richard G. Merrill
Mr. Arthur Miller
The Rev. and Mrs. Dean W. Miller
Mr. Franklin L. Miller
The Rev. Kent C. Miller
Mr. James C. Milne
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. James C. Moiso
Mr. John Moiso
Mrs. Ali Montague
Mrs. Elizabeth L. Montague
Dr. and Mrs. James F. Moore
Mr. James M. Mosbacher
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Moss
Mrs. Anne E. Mouer

Mrs. Jean M. Mudge
The Rev. and Mrs. William L. Mulford
The Rev. Harriet and Mr. John Nelson
Mrs. Irene Ng
Mr. Michael J. Nizar
The Rev. Richard Nordgren  

and Ms. Fenya Kashergen
The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth  

and Mr. John Nordquist
The Rev. William G. Nottage-Tacey
Mr. Arnold J. Oehler
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Donald Oliver, Sr.
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Robert W. Olmsted
Dr. Gloria P. Olsen
Mr. and Ms. John O'Neil
Dr. and Mrs. Raymond H. Owings
The Rev. Mary Paik  

and The Rev. Dwight K. Morita
The Rev. and Mrs. Rex C. Parker
Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Parkinson
The Rev. and Mrs. William R. Parry
Joe and Pat Paulucci
The Rev. Dr. John F. Payne
Mrs. and Mr. Robert G. Pearson
Mrs. Darline A. Penhalurick
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. David A. Peterson
Mrs. Olwen W. Peterson
The Rev. Gayle J. Pickrell  

and Mr. John W. Davenport
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Pinkston
Mr. and Mrs. Philip R. Placier
Ms. Olga Porter
The Rev. and Mrs. Clifford A. Post
Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Power
Mr. and Mrs. Will Price
The Rev. Gloria M. Pulido

Ellie Krivin
Ellie Krivin’s intimate involvement with SFTS 

began in 1976 when she became a member of 
the board of trustees. She served in that capacity 
until 1986, and was on the president’s council 
from 1997 to 2000. Ellie was an asset to the 
leadership of SFTS, and her love for the semi-

nary did not end at the conclusion of her terms 
of service. Ellie established a Charitable Remain-

der Trust that benefitted seminary student support 
upon her death in 2009.
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Mr. W. T. Ratliff
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Donald M. Rayment
The Rev. and Mrs. Paul C. Reeves
The Rev. and Mrs. Donald B. Register
Mrs. Mary L. Remy
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Rhoades
The Rev. Julie Richwine  

and Mr. John Richwine
Mrs. Joyce C. Ride
Dr. and Mrs. Richard L. Righter
The Hon. Earldean V.S. Robbins
Mr. and Mrs. James V. Robertson
The Rev. Dr. Jack B. Rogers  

and Dr. Sharon M. Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Gerrold R. Rubin
The Rev. and Mrs. William D. Russell
Mr. Robert H. Rustvold
Ms. Peggy H. Ryan
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore J. Saenger
Mr. Bill Saul
Mr. Robert F. Sawyer
Ms. Wanda L. Sawyers
The Rev. J. S. Schaefer  

and Mrs. Rebecca R. Schaefer
The Rev. Donald H. Schilling
Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Schlobohm
Mrs. Elizabeth P. Scott
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Seeba
The Rev. John F. Shaw  

and Mrs. Julia P. Shaw
Ms. Angela R. Shea
Mr. Charles P. Shea
Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Shriver
Mrs. Jeanne P. Siegel
The Rev. and Mrs. Donald L. Simmonds
The Rev. and Mrs. Donald Sinclair
Mr. Dean Skanderup
Dr. Donald P. Smith  

and Mrs. Verna G. Smith
The Rev. and Mrs. Kenton W. Smith
Mrs. Rosemary H. Smith
Mrs. Thelma P. Smith
The Rev. and Mrs. Eric J. Snyder
The Rev. and Mrs. Lee G. Stanley
Mr. and Mrs. Emmett C. Stanton
Mr. Charles A. Staples
Mrs. Ruth B. Stein
Ms. and Mr. Katarina Stenstedt
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Sterling
The Rev. Joan N. Stock
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Stockdale
Mr. Jim Stoltzfus  

and Mr. Floyd Humphreys
Ms. Betty E. Stott
Mrs. Shirley E. Strivings

The Rev. Lorraine and Mr. David Stuart
Mrs. Virginia and The Rev. Dr.  

Laird Stuart
Mrs. Arline J. Taylor
Dr. Nancy G. Thomson
The Rev. Mary Lynn Tobin  

and Dr. David C. Campbell
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

David T. Tomlinson
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Turnquist
The Rev. Elery B. Tyson-St. John
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin E. Ulf III
Mr. and Mrs. James Unruh
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn B. Upshaw
The Rev. and Mrs. Gregory D. Vacca
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Jan van Bever
Mrs. Dorothy B. Van Camp
Mr. and Mrs. Edmundo E. Vasquez
The Rev. Margaret J. Veneman
Mr. and Mrs. Roche Vermaak
The Rev. Dr. B. Clarke and Patricia Vestal
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Herman C. Waetjen
Mrs. Almarine E. Walker
Mrs. Lou Helen Walker
The Rev. Dr. William M. Walter
Mr. David Warner
Mr. and Mrs. Kim E. Warner
Mr. Mark Warner
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Paul G. Watermulder
Mr. Charles M. Watson
Dr. N'Yisrela C. Watts-Afriyie
The Rev. Kathleen J. Waugh
The Rev. and Mrs. Jon S. West
Ms. Irma Westcott
Mr. David L. Wetzel
The Rev. Debra E. Whaley
Mr. Jeffery M. Whaley
Mr. and Mrs. Norman L. Wherrett
Mrs. Edith M. Whitaker
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey P. White
Dr. Jacqueline L. White
Ms. Marjorie M. White
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  

Ronald C. White, Jr.
Mr. Virgil R. Whitman
Mr. and Mrs. Franz S. D. Wichman
Mr. R. J. Wig
The Rev. and Mrs. Robert E. Williams
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Willis
Dr. Hugh B. Wire  

and Dr. Antoinette C. Wire
Ms. Ruth D. Woll
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Douglas P. Wright
Mrs. Ruth L. Wright
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Wulf

Dr. Edith C. Yang Hobbs  
and Mr. Harold W. Hobbs

Dr. and Mrs. Choo-Lak Yeow
The Rev. Kyung Sook Yoo
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Young
Mr. Young Sik Yun
The Rev. James E. Zeek

ESTATE GIFTS
We honor these faithful 
servants who now rest in 
our Lord Jesus Christ and 
acknowledge with gratitude  
the following estate gifts.
Estate of Arlene F.  

and Albert A. Coddington 
(Coddington 1989 Trust)

Margaret A. Farrer Trust
John and Abby Garwood Bequest
Estate of George A. Lagerquist
Estate of Rev. Heidi Skidmore
Hilda Thompson Trust

IN MEMORY OF
SFTS continually thanks God
for the wonderful works of
faith by community members
throughout the world. We are
grateful for others who honor
their legacies as well.

The Rev. F. Lincoln  
and Jeannine Anderson 
The Rev. and Mrs. Timothy C. Lanham

The Rev. Ralph C. Bolin 
Mrs. Kim Bolin

Dr. Maximo J. Callao 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Okamura

The Rev. C. Bruce Crawford 
Mr. Robert S. MacFarlane
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The Rev. Dr. Richard D. Ford 
Mrs. Nancy T. Ford

Mrs. Lenore Frimoth  
The Rev. Elmer R. Frimoth

The Rev. Max E. Greenlee 
Ms. Ann D. Mallin

Phyllis Falk Hart 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas K. F. Chow 
Ms. Joanna S. Hart Jacobs

Mrs. Virginia Hadsell 
The Rev. and Mrs.  
   H. Norman Roddick 
The Rev. Margaret J. Veneman 
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  
   Herman C. Waetjen

The Rev. James W. Hardy 
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  
   Richard E. Wylie

Chap. David H Johnson, Jr.  
Mrs. Mary E. Johnson

The Rev. Enoch R.L. Jones 
Mrs. Elizabeth W. Jones

The Rev. Dr. L. Wilson Kilgore
Dr. Dorothy Lincoln-Smith  

and Dr. Harvey K. Smith

Dr. Orville Lanham 
The Rev. and Mrs. Timothy C. 
Lanham

The Rev. Dr. Gerald D. Lyman 
Mrs. Jacquelin Lyman

The Rev. Dr. Edward Machle 
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation  
   IT Department 
Brinson Br Enterprises, Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mario M. Coll III 
Mr. Stewart E. Machle 
Mrs. and Mr. Bruce Northcutt

Diana Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Seeba

Eleanor (Elie) Miller 
Ms. Mary Elizabeth Andrews 
Dr. and Mrs. John F. Dean 
Ms. Marion Fitzgerald 
Ms. Heather Harwell 
Presbyterian Women, St. Andrew’s 
   Presbyterian Church 
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Wenke

Ms. Jane Newhall 
Mr. Michael F. Hughes

The Rev. Dr. David Ng 
Mr. Andrew P. Ng

William B Seeba 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Seeba

Ted Stein 
Dr. H. Lois Brainard

The Rev. Dr. Randy Taylor 
Mr. and Mrs. Willson C. Applegate

The Rev. Dr. Rudolf Versloot 
The Rev. Dr. William H. Ives

Mrs. Barbara D Worthington 
The Rev. John V. Worthington

IN HONOR OF
Esteemed faculty, alumni 
and churches affiliated with 
SFTS help fulfill the seminary’s 
mission to shape a future in 
tune with God’s purposes 
for the world. The seminary 
thanks those who give in honor 
of these Christian educators 
and institutions.

Martha Brooks, DASD '01 
Mr. Richard B. and  
   Mrs. Marguerite D. Scott-Johnson

Rev. Dr. Jana Childers 
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  
   Charles L. Bartow

Rev. Dr. John C. Evans, Jr -  
75th birthday 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Gray

Rev. Dr. Sam Hamilton-Poore 
The Rev. Dr. Jim M. Chaffin

Rev. Dr. Greg Love 
The Rev. and Mrs. David Wang

Rev. Dr. Jim McDonald’s  
Presidental Inaugration 
The Rev. Dr. Michael D. Anderson 
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs.  
   Arthur E. Crouch, Jr. 
Immanuel Presbyterian Church 
Dr. Elizabeth Liebert 
Mrs. Mary D. Marlow 
Ms. Ruth E. McDonald 
Monte Vista Grove Homes 
Mr. and Mrs. James Unruh 
Dr. Jacqueline L. White

Rev. Dr. James Noel 
Ms. Mary M. Grafflin

Dr. Eugene Park 
The Rev. and Mrs. David Wang

Rev. Robert E. Williams 88th birthday 
(Robert E and Betsy Williams 
Scholarship Fund) 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Christie 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Goodall 
Mrs. and Mr. Larry P. Haydon 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Herndon 

Arlene Coddington 
Arlene Coddington was not a seminary student, nor 
was she married to one, nor was she the mother of 
one. Arlene’s connection to SFTS was through the 
Presbyterian Church and her desire to help semi-
nary students. Her mother served on the SFTS 
auxiliary in 1938 as a representative from Vallejo 
Presbyterian Church, and years later Arlene con-
tinued the tradition of service on the SFTS auxil-
iary board and was president from 1974-77. Upon 
her death in 2007, distributions from her estate 
created the Franke-Coddington Scholarship Fund.
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Browne Barr:  
Pilot & entrepreneur 
who applauds  
charitable trusts 
By Phil Murphy

You can see San Francisco Theological Seminary 
Trustee Browne Barr’s destiny as a private pilot writ-
ten into the locations of the six truck stops he used 

to own.
If you start at the Gallup, N. Mex., stop, you have to 

drive 706 miles to get to the next one in Gordon, Texas.  
To reach the other four, it’s 582 miles northeast to Denver, 
Colo., 677 miles farther northeast to Des Moines, Iowa, 
308 miles due east to Joliet, Ill., and 300 miles from there 
to Black River Falls, Wis.

Now semi-retired at 80, Barr wanted face-to-face con-
versations with his employees at his six truck stops, which 
provided fuel, food, respite and repairs to truckers. On aver-
age, his truck stops employed 125 people each, operating 
24/7.

Using airlines made no sense to him, so at 30, he got his 
pilot’s license. During the 40 years or so he ran his business, 
he owned five planes: two Barons and three Bonanzas. “I 
crashed only once,” he deadpanned, adding that a landing 
gear collapsed at touchdown and penetrated the plane’s fuel 
tank.  He slid to a halt, shoved open the jammed cockpit 
door and escaped uninjured to the runway.

As he approached retirement, he learned of the advan-
tages offered by charitable remainder trusts. A trust special-
ist showed him how this type of trust could help him and 
his wife Dorothy, since deceased, add to their retirement 
income from the sale of the Black River Falls operation in 
Wisconsin, the last of his truck stops.

Instead of the conventional sale he had used to sell the 
five others stops, he placed half of the Black River Falls 
assets—its facilities included a store, a restaurant, diesel 
and gas stations, and a garage—into a charitable remain-
der trust for SFTS’s benefit. Because the ultimate destina-
tion of the trust’s assets is the seminary, the Barrs escaped 

capital gains tax on the assets placed in the trust.  They 
also received payments from the trust for life, earned an 
immediate income tax deduction, and had the satisfaction 
of providing for SFTS, which they believe in strongly and 
to which they were linked by family ties.

His uncle and namesake Browne Barr was dean of 
SFTS from 1977-83. His brother Robert was vice president 
of development and then acting president from 1984-85.  
Browne became an SFTS trustee in 2006 when his wife 
Dorothy left the board because of illness.

The plainspoken Barr is enthusiastic about his charitable 
remainder trust, which he established about 20 years ago.  
“It’s just a great deal,” he said.  “It helps both the individual 
who sets it up and the seminary.”

The Barrs selected the minimum payment required by 
law—5 percent—and an option that prevents invasion of 
principal if the trust earns less than that.  This conservative 
approach allowed the Barrs’ charitable trust to hold its value 
despite the 2008 economic meltdown and other vagaries of 
the marketplace.   

“I think highly of SFTS,” he said. “I feel that all church-
es need to get their acts together, learn to get along, and 
bring peace to the world.  The churches have a long way to 
go.  The seminary is the starting point.”

Phil Murphy is a planned giving consultant.
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Board of Trustees
L. Wilson Kilgore, 
Board of Trustees 
1978-89  
passed away on 
May 8 at the age 
of 95 in Scottsdale, 
Ariz. Wilson was a 

well-loved Presbyterian minister, 
known for his passion for preach-
ing, dedication to the Presbyterian 
Church, intense desire to share the 
news of God’s love to all, and to live 
life with an abundance of love and 
laughter. He graduated from Col-
gate University in 1939 and from 
Colgate Rochester Divinity School 
with a Masters in Divinity in 1942. 
He received an honorary Doctor of 
Divinity degree from Lincoln Col-
lege in 1955 and from his alma ma-
ter in 1964. He began his pastoral 
calling at First Presbyterian Church, 
Hartford, Conn., in 1943 and then 
as pastor at Lakewood Presbyterian 
Church, Lakewood, Ohio. Wilson 
was next called in 1964 to serve as 
senior pastor at Cherry Hill Pres-
byterian Church, Dearborn, Mich. 
His last call before retirement was 
as senior pastor of Valley Presbyte-
rian Church, Paradise Valley, Ariz., 
in 1972. While serving at Valley, he 
started Mountain View Presbyterian 
Church and supported the birth of 
Pinnacle Presbyterian Church in 
North Scottsdale. After his retire-
ment in 1986, Valley Presbyterian 
named the new chapel after him in 
recognition of his service to God 
and the congregation. Lakewood 
Presbyterian recently honored him 
by dedicating a new addition as the 
Wilson Kilgore Education Center. 
He accepted several interim assign-

ments for churches that were search-
ing for fulltime pastors, including: 
Third Presbyterian Church, Roch-
ester, New York; First Presbyterian 
Church, Tulsa, Okla.; Kirk in the 
Hills, Bloomfield, Mich., and two 
small churches in the Phoenix area. 
He continued preaching and teach-
ing up until the end of his life. A 
published author, he wrote the book 
When the River Runs Backward on 
the grieving process and articles for 
the Christian Century Pulpit, Church 
Management, Presbyterian Life and 
the Master Sermon Series. His ac-
complishments also included the 
development of television ministries 
at multiple churches including Val-
ley Presbyterian and appearing on 
television to discuss family life. 

Eleanor Miller,	  
Board of Trustees 
1982-92 died April 
19 in Irvine, Calif. 
She was a woman 
of faith, a beloved 
mother and grand-

mother, a steadfast and adventurous 
friend and, for nearly six decades, a 
leader in the St. Andrews Presbyte-
rian Church community. She will 
be remembered and honored for her 
faith, purpose, graciousness and joy.

Former SFTS Staff
James M. Phillips, Professor of	
Church History 1975-82 died on 
Aug. 2 at the age of 83 in Westbor-
ough, Mass., from complications of 
a fall in June. Phillips was a profes-
sor of church history at SFTS before 
he served as associate director of the 

Overseas Ministries Study Center, 
until his retirement in 1997. His 
book, From the Rising of the Sun: 
Christians and Society in Contem-
porary Japan (1981), described the 
history of Japan’s Christian commu-
nity from 1945-75. He graduated 
from  Princeton University  with a 
degree from the Woodrow Wilson 
School of Public and International 
Affairs. He taught history, politics 
and Bible at Yonsei University in 
Seoul, Korea, from 1949-50 until 
the start of the Korean War, when he 
worked with Korean refugees fleeing 
from the communist regime in the 
North. He then attended Yale Di-
vinity School, graduating in 1955, 
followed by a return to Princeton 
where he completed his doctoral 
studies in Christian Ethics in 1958. 
He was professor of church history 
at Tokyo Union Theological Semi-
nary from 1959-75 and also served 
as a Presbyterian pastor. Phillips was 
truly a “man of the people” and one 
of his greatest passions was working 
with, and trying to help, people of 
all different cultures and walks of 
life. At the age of 76, he volunteered 
for three months as a chaplain in a 
hospital in Vellore, India. 

Mary Lou Dobbins, 
Wife of Trustee/	
Donor passed away 
peacefully on Aug. 
17 at the age of 76 
in Portland after 
battling Alzheimer’s 

disease. She and her husband, Al-
len Dobbins, have been generous 
donors to SFTS and Lloyd-Dobbins 
Hall is co-named in their honor. Al-
len Dobbins first joined the SFTS 
Board of Trustees in 1985 and served 

IN MEMORIAM
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two full terms until 1995. He re-
joined from 2001-06. Mary Lou 
Dobbins loved teaching and spent 
nearly 20 years with the Portland 
Public schools. A favorite destina-
tion was the family home near Lake 
Tahoe, Calif. She also enjoyed inter-
esting walking holidays, including 
village-to-village walks in Tuscany, 
Southern England, the Italian Alps, 
New Zealand and especially the 
14 day walk along the Camino de 
Campostelo de Santiago pilgrimage 
in Northern Spain.

May Gong Lee, 
Wife of Professor 
Robert Lee/Auxil-
iary Member died 
on Aug. 8 at the age 
of 83 in San Rafael, 
Calif. Preceding her 

in death was her husband, Rev. Dr. 
Robert Lee, who became the first 
professor of East Asian background 
at an American seminary at SFTS 
in 1961. May Lee ran the SFTS 
Seek and Find Thrift store, which 
still provides clothing for students, 
especially those from foreign coun-
tries. She was a renowned chef and 
entertainer and routinely served 
multicourse banquets to SFTS stu-
dents and at many nonprofit fund-
raisers. She was one of the founding 
board members of the San Anselmo 
Co-Op Nursery School and volun-
teered in each of her children’s class-
es at Wade Thomas, Red Hill and 
Drake High. For many years she 
was on the board of Marin Chinese 
Cultural Association and helped 
support the restoration of China 
Camp. She was a firm believer in 
education and the arts and spent 
every Monday for the past few 
years volunteering in classrooms at 
San Pedro Elementary School and 
Thursdays working in the Gallery/
Store at Youth in Arts. 

Indira Singh, Wife of Professer 
Surjit Singh died on May 16 at the 
age of 92. She was the wife of Surjit 
Singh, Jesse Hays Baird Professor of 
Christian Philosophy, who died in 
May 2006. The Singhs moved from 
India to San Anselmo in 1951 and 
they were part of the SFTS com-
munity for nearly four decades. The 
Singhs visited the sick and elderly, 
sharing joy, laughter and good 
food. The Singhs’ contributions to 
SFTS and throughout Marin were 
honored during a memorial service 
in September at First Presbyterian 
Church, San Anselmo.

Alumni

1945 Erwin E.	
Bollinger (BD)	
died at the age 
of 92 in May in 
Napa, Calif. From 
seminary he was 
called to pastor the 

First Presbyterian Church in Mount 
Pleasant, Utah, where he also served 
as an instructor of Bible at nearby 
Wasatch Academy and as coach of 
the tennis team. He was then called 
to serve as associate minister at the 
First Presbyterian Church, Salt Lake 
City, Utah, with a focus on Bible 
studies preaching in several other 
Utah Presbyterian churches. In 
1957, he was called to the pastorate 
of First Presbyterian Church, Napa, 
where he served for 24 years. His 
name, together with that of Rev. 
Richard Wylie, is engraved on a his-
torical plaque on the church lawn. 
He became coordinator of the Eng-
lish department’s tutoring program 
at Vintage High School in Napa 
and consultant to the school’s com-
munity service information officer. 
He was also a member of Kiwanis, 
offering opening prayers. Copies of 

his prayers in print are still offered 
occasionally at Kiwanis meetings. 
He was appointed interim minister 
to Presbyterian churches in Car-
son City, Nev., Portland, Ore., and 
Woodland, Sanger and Yountville, 
Calif. He became volunteer spiri-
tual care chaplain at Queen of the 
Valley Medical Center and chaplain 
of Redwood Retirement Home.

1947 David C. Jacobsen (BD, 
MTh ’62) passed away July 4 at 
the age of 90 in Mill Valley, Calif. 
He was called to be pastor at Sau-
salito Presbyterian Church from 
1960-69 and then returned to the 
church from 1972-75.  He and his 
wife of 66 years, Helen, who passed 
away in March 2011, were deeply 
loved by the Sausalito Presbyterian 
Church community. Together they 
developed and led a Prayer Renewal 
workshop all over the country and 
began a healing prayer group here 
that continues to meet. As a pastor, 
Jacobsen created the dialogue ex-
change during worship and opened 
wide the church doors so that all 
people might feel welcomed and 
loved at a time of great social up-
heaval in this country.

1948 Conway B. 
Lanford, Sr. (BD, 
MA ’51) died July 
2 at the age of 95 
in Clovis, Calif. 
He celebrated his 
70th wedding an-
niversary on June 

13 just before he passed. After Pearl 
Harbor, he enlisted in the Army 
Air Corps. In 1951 he was recalled 
into the Air Force and served as a 
chaplain until his retirement in 
1968. After earning a masters in 
counseling from University of Ne-
vada, Reno, he became a counselor 
at Imperial Valley College until 
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retiring in 1988. During that time 
he was also a pastor at Calipatria 
Community Church. In retirement 
he traveled, served as interim pastor 
in New Zealand and Las Vegas, and 
spent summers at his cabin at Lake 
Tahoe.

1950 Henry Kent (BD) passed 
away peacefully on April 15 at the 
age of 98 in San Rafael, Calif. Born 
in Holland, he studied social and 
economic sciences at Netherlands 
University at Rotterdam. He es-
caped to the United States by way 
of Spain and Cuba after the Nazi 
invasion in 1941. He joined the 
U.S. Army a year later and became 
a linguist for the Counter Intelli-
gence Corps, serving until the end 
of the war in Europe. When the war 
was over, he returned to New York 
City to work in international trade, 
later moving to the West Coast near 
his parents who had been there 
since before the war spread to Hol-
land. Later, he attended SFTS and 
became a Presbyterian pastor for 
25 years. He retired from St. Luke’s 
Presbyterian Church in 1972. Dur-
ing retirement, he enjoyed family, 
classical music, writing, camping 
and hiking, travel and charitable 
activities. 

1952 William George Weiss (BD) 
died in Houston, Texas, on June 15 
at age 87. He served as pastor of the 
Brentwood Presbyterian Church 
from 1974-82. A compassionate 
man dedicated to lifelong learning, 
he had a deep interest in cultures 
and peoples of the world. He lived 
life to its fullest, always creative and 
untiring in his openness to new ex-
periences. Born in St. Paul, Minn., 
Weiss joined the Navy in 1942 and 
participated in the Okinawa Cam-
paign. After the war, he graduated 
from Macalaster College, where 

he met his wife. While studying at 
SFTS, Weiss worked with the Bay 
Area Japanese-American commu-
nity. In 1953, the couple was com-
missioned as missionaries to Japan. 
They spent 10 years in Tokyo. When 
they returned to the U.S. with their 
family, Weiss earned a ThM at 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 
He served as pastor at churches in 
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylva-
nia, Ohio and South Carolina. He 
developed a widely respected repu-
tation for pastoral care and ecumen-
icalism. Weiss leaves behind his wife 
of 62 years, Georgia.

1953 Devore 
Craine Smith (BD)
passed away on 
June 20 in Santa 
Rosa, Calif., at the  
age of 84.  He earned 
a bachelor’s degree 

in philosophy from Stanford Uni-
versity and a master’s degree in edu-
cation from USC before attending 
SFTS. He was the founding pas-
tor of Presbyterian Church of the 
West Valley in Cupertino, Calif., 
and served as education minister 
at United Presbyterian Churches in 
San Diego, Calif., Eureka, Calif., 
and Santa Rosa, Calif.. Through his 
ministry he transformed the lives of 
countless young people. His min-
istry focused on Native American 
outreach, multimedia communica-
tions and ecumenism. Post retire-
ment, Smith embraced the envi-
ronmental movement, serving on 
the Sierra Club San Diego Chapter 
Executive Committee, Parks and 
Forest & Wilderness Committees. 
He was highly regarded by environ-
mental organizations and the faith 
community for his work in provid-
ing public address (PA) system sup-
port for events, meetings, churches 
and rallies. A founding member 
of the Santa Rosa Cycling Club, 

Smith was a life-long bicycle enthu-
siast, incorporating cycling into his 
Christian youth ministry and fam-
ily life.

1953 Hal Foster (BD) died on 
Jan. 17 in Walnut Creek, Calif., 
at the age of 86. He had a colorful 
ministry, including serving as di-
rector of the Fresno Area Migrant 
Ministry for the National Council 
of Churches and pastor of the Pres-
byterian Church on Hoopa Indian 
Reservation. For the last 21 years of 
his ministry, Foster was an execu-
tive with Satellite Senior Homes, 
which built and operated retire-
ment homes for low income elderly. 
Under his leadership, the nonprofit 
built 14 retirement homes, housing 
hundreds of seniors. Foster enjoyed 
bike riding and completed three 
West Coast to East Coast trips and 
once rode from Canada to Mexico.

1954 Allen B. Birchler (BD) died 
Aug. 14 in La Crosse, Wis., at the 
age of 86. He was a faculty member 
in the University of Wisconsin-La 
Crosse history department from 
1965-90. In 1990, Birchler helped 
established the Allen B. Birchler 
Lecture Fund to  encourage excel-
lence in the study and promotion 
of the humanities through a lecture 
series or panel discussions that ex-
plore historical, literary and philo-
sophical topics tied to a historical 
perspective. In 2008, Birchler and 
his wife created the Allen and Mar-
garet Birchler Scholarship Fund at 
SFTS, which provides tuition assis-
tance for a student under care of a 
presbytery that lies east of the con-
tinental divide and west of the Mis-
sissippi River, including Wisconsin. 
Since Birchler’s death, SFTS has 
received several gifts to the schol-
arship in memory of the generous 
man who established it.
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1958 Gilbert William Allen (BD) 
passed away on Sept. 7 at the age of 
78 in Beaumont, Calif. After earn-
ing his degree at SFTS, he became 
associate pastor at Beverly Vista 
Presbyterian Church in Beverly 
Hills. He was also a pastor in Paco-
ima, Calif., and started a Presbyte-
rian church in Huntington Beach, 
Calif. In the late ’60s, Allen moved 
to San Bernardino, Calif., as pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church. 
He entered into the business world 
in 1982 working for Kimstock 
Inc, in Santa Ana, Calif.; Clarion 
Manufacturing in Marble, Penn., 
and lastly with Lasco Bathware in 
Anaheim, Calif. He retired from 
Lasco Bathware in January 2012. 
His faith always remained a very 
important part of his life. 

1966 Thomas Walter Elke (BD) 
died at the age of 82 in June in 
Napa, Calif. In the 1960s, Tom at-
tended SFTS and was one of more 
than 50 seminary community 
members who marched from Selma 
to Montgomery with Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., during the Civil 
Rights movement. He later provid-
ed legal services to people who had 
been arrested or detained. He was 
an ordained Presbyterian minister 
three years later in 1968. While 
practicing law, he was assistant pas-
tor at Faith Presbyterian Church in 
Oakland and later affiliated with 
Sojourner Presbyterian Church in 
Richmond, Calif. Elke was a bril-
liant, unconventional, lawyer. He 
established precedent-setting law in 
the area of securities and antitrust 
fraud in his representation of the 
little guy against large corporations. 
He was willing to take the hard-to-
win or non-lucrative cases if there 
was a legal or moral principle. He 
had a lifelong internal struggle with 
accepting and enjoying the rewards 

of his own efforts and success in the 
midst of injustice and inequity in 
the world around him. In 1945 at 
the age of 15, he began his under-
graduate education on scholarship 
at Stanford University. He contin-
ued at Stanford Law School, com-
pleting his Juris Doctor in 1952. In 
1962, Elke was a founding partner 
of the San Francisco law firm Elke, 
Farella & Braun (now Farella, Braun 
& Martel). In reflecting on his pro-
fessional life, he was most proud of 
the time and money he dedicated 
to establishing a public interest law 
curriculum at Stanford Law School. 
At least once a decade, Elke hurled 
himself into a new study or endeav-
or. He believed pursuits outside the 
legal profession defined him at least 
as much as his work as a lawyer.

1972 Lorrin Arthur Kreider (STD) 
died Feb. 29 at the age of 82 in 
Wooster, Ohio. Born in Istanbul, 
Turkey, he grew up in Ohio before 
attending McCormick Theological 
Seminary and SFTS. Kreider served 
as a Presbyterian minister for over 
40 years with congregations in Il-
linois (Willow Springs, Mt. Zion 
and DeKalb) and Ohio (Athens 
and Worthington). He also served 
as an interim minister in Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio, and Ithaca, New 
York. 

1977 Laurence 
James Huggett 
(M.Div.) passed 
away in March 
2011 in Fair Oaks, 
Calif., at the age 
of 88. During his 

career he led more than a dozen 
churches in Northern California 
and Idaho. His writings, lessons 
and sermons were noted for their 
scholarship, Biblical insight, hu-
mor and poetry, qualities that led 

to his election as moderator of the 
Sacramento Presbytery in 1997. He 
was an Army Air Force sergeant in 
Alaska from 1942-45. He served 
as a Christian education director 
at Bellflower Presbyterian Church 
from 1951-65, then at Fair Oaks 
Presbyterian. After graduating from 
SFTS, he was ordained in the Fair 
Oaks church in 1976 and then 
served as pastor of Walnut Grove 
Community Presbyterian in 1977. 
He retired in 1987, but continued 
to work as interim pastor in Idaho 
churches. In 1990 he returned to 
Fair Oaks for interim pastor work 
in Northern California and as par-
ish associate pastor at Celtic Cross 
Presbyterian. 

1984 George O. Elgin (D.Min.) 
died on Sept. 10 in Clovis, Calif., 
at the age of 78 after a long struggle 
with cancer. Elgin believed in the 
power of education to complement 
faith in personal actualization. 
Education became a cornerstone 
of his ministry. He attended Wes-
ley Theological Seminary, earning 
a Master of Divinity. He furthered 
his education at Long Island Uni-
versity, while also attending chap-
lains school, earning a master de-
gree in science and education. He 
taught philosophy, psychology, so-
ciology and religion as an adjunct 
professor. He also taught classes on 
a number of theological themes, in 
addition to personal growth and or-
ganizational development. He was a 
decorated veteran who served over 
20 years in the United States Army 
as a chaplain. His service included 
tours of duty in Germany and Viet-
nam. Following his retirement from 
the military, Elgin continued to 
serve the church for many years as 
a Methodist pastor. He focused his 
ministry on helping people through 
education and leadership to fulfill 
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their mission to make the world 
a better place. At Clovis United 
Methodist Church in Clovis, Calif., 
he led many popular seminars and 
workshops. His passion for justice, 
particularly for children, led him to 
work as a mediator for the Madera 
Family Court Services. In his book, 
Rational Christianity, Elgin extols 
tolerance and cooperation with the 
many faiths of the world. He exem-
plified this by his participation in 
and promotion of the Clovis Inter-
faith community.

1986 Ian S. Williams (D.Min.) 
died on July 19 at the age of 76 in 
Australia after his health declined 
due to Alzheimer’s disease. He was 
ordained in the Methodist Church 
in 1964. While serving a church in 
St. Kilda, he ventured into politics 
and won a seat on the St. Kilda city 
council for five years, including two 
years as mayor. It was always of great 
significance to him that in his may-
oral year (1973-74) the local Jewish 
rabbi conducted a civic service in 
the synagogue in his honor, not only 
recognizing him as the mayor of the 
city, but also acknowledging him as 
the minister of the local Methodist 
Church. Williams saw this as a tan-
gible act of ecumenism. He served as 
president of the Australian Council 
of Churches International Affairs 
Committee. At Queen’s College, 
he was director of field education 
within the Theological Hall of the 
(now) Uniting Church of Australia. 
He worked within the Theological 
Hall for 14 years, being principal of 
the hall for his last 10 years there. 
He was elected president of Queen’s 
College in 1989.

1992 Julian Philip Park (STD) 
passed away April 12 at the age of 
78 in Portland, Ore., under hos-
pice care. Before attending SFTS, 

Park earned a divinity degree from 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 
He served as a missionary in Japan 
from 1987-2001. During this time 
he worked with the Korean Chris-
tian Church to protest discrimina-
tion against the Korean minority in 
Japan. Later, he taught on the fac-
ulty of the Department of Law and 
Political Science at Kwansei Gakuin 
University in Nishinomiya, Japan. 
He also served as pastor of St. Mark’s 
Presbyterian Church prior to his ser-
vice in Japan.

1995 Linda Snyder 
(M.Div.) died June 
12 of complications 
from necrotizing 
fascitis at the age of 
62 in Sacramento, 
Calif. Snyder led a 

multicultural congregation at Flo-
rin United Methodist Church in 
Sacramento from 2001-11. She was 
a board member and former presi-
dent of the South Sacramento In-
terfaith Partnership and volunteered 
at the group’s food pantry. She was 
appointed pastor of Citrus Heights 
United Methodist Church last year 
but stepped down in January after 
she was diagnosed with necrotizing 
fasciitis. The bacterial infection, also 
known as flesh-eating disease, devel-
oped in an abscess on her back and 
led to a coma, pneumonia and other 
complications. Before seminary, she 
graduated from UC Berkeley with 
a master’s degree in early childhood 
education and added a teaching cre-
dential from California State Uni-
versity, San Francisco. She taught 
preschool and after-school programs 
in Redwood City and oversaw day 
care and other nonmilitary services 
at Moffett Field Naval Air Station. 
In 1995, she started her ministry as 
a United Methodist pastor in Sebas-
topol. She served on the board of 

Ordained Ministry of the Northern 
California-Nevada Annual Confer-
ence.

SFTS also prayerfully 
remembers:

Ernest Dossett Dimaline (BD ’46) 
died in March 2009 at the age of 93 
in Texas, where he spent his entire 
ministry. He served Presbyterian 
churches in Sharp, Stephenville, 
Richardson, Midland, Webster and 
Austin. In Webster, he had the priv-
ilege of ordaining astronauts John 
Glenn and Buzz Aldrin as elders in 
his church. 

John G. Phillips (BD ’49) 
passed away at the age of 94 in 2011 
in Claremont, Calif.

Charles L. Edwards (BD ’52)

Nicholas Bosworth (BD ’59) 
passed away at the age of 79 earlier 
this year. He served as pastor at Riv-
erside Presbyterian Church in Cocoa 
Beach, Fla., from 1964-68.

Jack E. Henshaw (BD ’54) died at 
the age of 82 in 2010 in Cave City, 
Ky.

Edward Peacock (M.Div. ’64, 
D.Min. ’74) passed away on June 
22 at the age of 76 in Rohnert Park, 
Calif. , 2012.  

Louis R. Taylor (D.Min. ’90) 
passed away in Edmonds, Wash. 
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